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Message from the dean 
medical problem i n the United States and there is no easy 
solution on the horizon as prevalence grows - especially in younger 
age groups. A multidiscipl inary team o f B U S M investigators is 
addressing the problem. This issue's feature story examines several 
initiatives underway here to unravel the mysteries o f obesity: genetic 
and molecular predictors; co-morbidity, such as hypertension and 
diabetes; and dietary and surgical approaches to treatment. 
B E S I T Y A N D R E L A T E D D I S O R D E R S represent a major 
W h a t characterizes the B U S M approach to this problem and to 
many other medical/public health issues is a broad-based inquiry 
that starts w i t h understanding the pathophysiological processes at 
work, expands to include a broad assessment o f risk, and culminates 
w i t h straightforward strategies for prevention and treatment. O u r 
investigators are not just looking at eating practices; they are unlock-
ing the basic genetic mechanisms that stimulate and suppress 
appetite; and looking for factors that influence the metabolism o f 
food. Population-based studies help identify and quantify risks, and 
this, in turn , helps shape preventive strategies. I n clinics and health 
centers, our faculty members and students teach patients and their 
families about the impact o f obesity on their health and advise them 
on healthy lifestyles to combat excess body weight. 
Also in this issue, we are pleased to introduce two new leaders: 
Jonathan Olshaker, M D , a leading academician who joined the fac-
ulty as professor and chairman o f the Department o f Emergency 
Medicine; and an outstanding neurosurgeon, Donald M a r i o n , M D , 
who assumed the position o f professor and chairman o f the 
Department o f Neurosurgery. 
ffere, too, we present a review o f the 2002 commencement cere-
monies, during which 148 M D and 25 P H D degrees were awarded. 
These very talented young graduates were headed toward outstanding 
residency programs and promising medical careers. Their personal 
qualities, superior medical knowledge, and level o f commitment to 
public service bode well for the future o f medicine. 
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FIGHTING THE 
O B E S I T Y 
EPIDE 
besity has reached epidemic proportions in the 
United States, in the last decade of the 20th 
century, the prevalence of obesity among adults 
jumped 61 percent, according to the Centers 
for Disease Control. Obesity is also increasing 
rapidly in children and adolescents, who are 
affected more today by obesity-related diseases 
than ever in the past. The most prevalent disease in 
the United States, obesity affects nearly 40 million 
adults - 22.3 percent. Another 32.3 percent are 
overweight, leaving only 41.4 percent of adults who 
are a healthy weight. 
The costs of this epidemic can he measured in dollars and lives. 
Ohesity contributes to approximately 300,000 deaths in the United 
States each year, and direct and indirect costs attributed to excess 
weight and ohesity amounted to $117 billion in 2000. 
Fulfilling a commitment to better understand ohesity, researchers 
affiliated with the Boston University School of Medicine's Ohesity 
Research Center (ORG) are developing a more complete picture of the 
factors that contribute to ohesity, its health consequences, and 
treatment options. 
"People need to be shaken up 
to t h i n k about the fact that 
what we t h i n k we know, we 
don't know." 
B A R B A R A C O R K E Y , P H D 
I n one sense, the explanation for this epidem-
ic is quite simple: people are consuming more 
calories than they are using. To combat obesity, 
people need only eat less and exercise more. But 
according to Barbara Corkey, P H D , director o f 
the O R G , this is an oversimplified view. Such a 
view has, u n t i l recently, led researchers to neg-
lect the complex derails o f how the human 
body regulates weight and appetite. Corkey, a 
professor o f medicine and o f biochemistry, says 
many poorly understood factors contribute to 
the obesity epidemic. "Nobody knows the 
answer, and it's so important to realize that," 
she says. "People need to be shaken up to t h i n k 
about the fact that what we t h i n k we know, we 
don't know." 
Environmental factors like diet and exercise 
are only one piece o f the puzzle. Genes are 
emerging as an important factor predisposing 
some to obesity, and metabolism also plays a 
role. Most o f what scientists do know comes 
from animal studies, or studies o f young white 
males, which may not be applicable to females, 
other ages, or ethnic groups. M u c h basic 
research o f body fat regulation and its meta-
bolic consequences remains to be done. 
Physicians, nutritionists, and researchers have 
proposed many plausible explanations for the 
obesity epidemic, but u n t i l they are scientifical-
ly tested, says Corkey, all remain hypotheses. 
Despite the popularity o f many weight loss 
diets, none have been proven to take excess 
weight of f and keep i t off. 
" M y big mantra is: There are lots o f good 
hypotheses out there, inc luding the one that we 
eat too much and exercise too l i t t le , hut let's 
test i t , " she says. "We need more experimental 
evidence, hut everyone on the street knows all 
the answers, and that's w h y we don't have i t . " 
A uni t w i t h i n the Evans Department o f 
Medicine that draws on expertise from clinical 
and basic scientists, the O R G is helping to col-
lect that evidence by providing resources, sup-
port , and training for studies i n the areas o f 
ohesity, metabolism, and energy wasting. 
Risky business 
B U S M ' S affiliation w i t h the Framingham Heart 
Study gives the O R G a tremendous resource for 
epidemiological investigations focusing on ohe-
sity. Peter Wi l son , M D , director o f the laborato-
ries at the Framingham Heart Study, is studying 
the impact o f overweight and ohesity on heart 
disease and diabetes in the Framingham study 
groups. Wi l son , a professor o f medicine, has 
found that overweight and ohesity are highly 
related to coronary heart disease and its under-
lying risk factors. For instance, the prevalence 
o f hypertension has been investigated for asso-
ciations w i t h higher body mass index ( B M I ) in 
the Framingham Offspring group. Just to per-
cent o f subjects w i t h a normal B M I o f 21-29 
had persistent high blood pressure, w i t h the 
l ikel ihood o f high blood pressure increasing 
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w i t h B M I . For ohese suhjects, w i t h a B M I o f 
30 or higher, the prevalence o f hypertension 
was approximately 40 percent for middle-
aged suhjects. 
Wi l son has found that the prevalence o f type 
2 diabetes mellitus is also highly related to B M I 
levels, and that weight gain in middle age is a 
key determinant o f the later development o f 
diabetes and its risk factors. Conversely, he 
found that sustained weight loss has been relat-
ed to a decreased risk o f subsequent diabetes i n 
Framingham participants. Compared to people 
whose weight d i d not fluctuate more than eight 
pounds over eight years, a loss o f 8.1-15 pounds 
conferred a 40 percent lower risk o f diabetes; a 
loss o f more than 15 pounds led to a 50 percent 
lower risk. 
Recent research has shown that congestive 
heart failure is also related to ohesity and that 
direct effects can he attributed to this excess 
risk over and above the presence o f hyperten-
sion or coronary artery disease. I n the 
Framingham experience, i t was estimated that 
approximately 11 percent o f the cardiac failure 
event rate was attrihutahle to ohesity. Wi l son 
says this sort o f result suggests ohesity does not 
directly cause the increased accumulation o f fat 
i n the arteries, hut indirectly promotes i t 
through high l i p i d levels, blood pressure, dia-
betes, and other mechanisms that have not 
been determined. 
Ohesity has also been found to he associated 
w i t h a variety o f cancers, sleep apnea, arthritis, 
and reproductive complications. 
Wi l son says a severely ohese persons relative 
risk is increased for just about every disease and 
disorder he has looked at i n the Framingham 
Fieart Study. W h i l e the increase in relative risk 
is smaller for those who are moderately ohese or 
overweight, the large numbers o f people in 
these categories make small percentages o f 
increased risk add up to mil l ions o f cases and 
billions o f dollars. 
"Moderate ohesity accounts for more than 
you might have guessed, in terms o f absolute 
impact," says Wi l son , not ing that 30-40 percent 
o f hypertension, especially in women, is attr ih-
utahle to excess weight. "It's probably the most 
important antecedent factor for Americans who 
develop hypertension." 
Quality v. quantity 
Obesity can affect not only the length, hut also 
the quality o f life. This is especially true for 
older people, whose ability to perform everyday 
tasks, such as getting dressed or c l imbing stairs, 
can become so l imited by ohesity that nursing 
home care is necessary. 
This relationship between ohesity and aging 
is only now emerging, because u n t i l recently, 
physicians lacked an accurate test o f physical 
functionality for the elderly. Standard tests were 
developed for young patients, and as a result, 
often produced inaccurate results for seniors. 
To overcome this. Associate Professor o f 
Medicine Caroline M . Apovian, M D , director 
o f Clinical Research at the O R G , developed a 
new tool to test the physical functionality o f 
older patients. This battery o f simple tasks, 
such as picking up a hook from a table or 
standing on one leg, can he performed quickly 
in an office setting and allows physicians to 
evaluate patients, such as those w i t h dementia, 
who may not be able to communicate when 
they are having difficulty. 
"Moderate obesity accounts for 
more than you m i g h t have guessed, 
i n terms o f absolute impact ." 
P E T E R W I L S O N , M D 
B O S T O N U N I V E R S I T Y M E D I G I N E 5 
In forming elderly patients that obesity may lead to 
earlier nursing home care, may help physicians 
convince them to mainta in a healthy weight, says 
Caroline M . Apovian, M D . 
I n results published recently in Obesity 
Research, Apovian found that the physical func-
tionality o f older women decreases w i t h obesity 
in the lower body, and unexpectedly, in the 
upper body as well . By informing patients 
that obesity may lead to earlier nursing home 
care, physicians may be able to convince 
elderly patients to maintain a healthy weight, 
says Apovian. 
Director o f the N u t r i t i o n and Weight 
Management Center, Apovian also conducts 
clinical trials investigating what effects the qual-
i ty o f fats has on obesity and diabetes. 
Triglycerides are the bui lding blocks o f fat. 
Studies have shown that mice fed medium 
chain triglycerides ( M C T S ) , like those found in 
coconut o i l , burn more and store less fat than 
mice fed long chain triglycerides ( L C T S ) , like 
those found in corn o i l . An imal studies also 
suggest M C T S have a beneficial effect on dia-
betes, another growing problem. Apovian wants 
to know whether the same is true for humans 
and is currently examining the effects o f M C T s 
and LCTs in obese, diabetic individuals. 
Exemplifying the ORG s collaborative 
approach, biopsies o f subcutaneous fat cells w i l l 
be obtained from some o f the study subjects 
who are scheduled to undergo gastric bypass 
surgery. Research Assistant Professor o f 
Medicine Wen Guo, P H D , w i l l analyze these 
cells to see i f MGTs alter fat cell metabolism. 
Guo w i l l also be looking to see i f the sub-
cutaneous fat cells, wh ich are more closely 
associated w i t h negative health effects, behave 
any differently than omental fat cells, found 
around organs. 
In the genes? 
B U S M Assistant Professor o f Medicine W. 
Christian Weber, M D , is researching potential 
genetic factors in obesity and diabetes. Previous 
studies have found that the genes in mice that 
control the expression o f certain peptide recep-
tors on the surface o f cells are important to 
feeding and digestion. Nerve cells release these 
peptides, triggered by an as yet unknown stim-
ulus, perhaps, says Weber, the distension o f 
muscles in the stomach wall , or changes in 
insulin and glucose levels. W h e n the peptides, 
known as bombesins, reach receptors on the 
surface o f cells, they seem to act as a signal, 
tell ing the pancreas to secrete digestive enzymes 
and insulin, the intestines to contract and the 
brain to feel satisfied. 
A peptide fits its receptor like a key inside a 
lock. W h e n the gene that controls the receptor's 
expression is changed, the lock is altered and 
the key no longer fits, blocking the signal. I n 
mice, this leads to diabetes and obesity. Weber 
wonders i f the same might be true for humans. 
Funded by the National Institute o f Diabetes 
and Digestive and Kidney Diseases' Boston 
Obesity N u t r i t i o n Research Center, o f which 
the ORG is a member, Weber's study is testing 
blood samples from about forty patients from 
the Joslin Diabetes Center and the same n u m -
ber o f normal body weight patients. He w i l l 
examine the receptor genes o f both groups to 
determine i f they are functioning properly, or i f 
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they have mutated. The presence o f significant-
ly more mutations in the obese group than in 
the control group w o u l d suggest bombesin 
receptor genes play a role in obesity for some 
patients. 
Assuming Weber's pi lot study conhrms his 
hypothesis, he hopes to expand it at BUSM'S obe-
sity clinic. One o f the benefits o f conducting an 
expanded study here, says Weber, is the chance 
to tease out ethnic differences from the diverse 
research population. "We know that obesity is a 
larger problem i n African-Americans and 
Latinos compared to whites," he says. "That is 
one o f the strengths at B U S M that we are try ing 
to take advantage of." 
W h i l e Weber's hypothesis may not pan out, 
the knowledge his fundamental research gains 
into the genes and molecules responsible for 
regulating energy metabolism w i l l provide 
potential targets for novel drug development. 
An intricate chain of events 
Nei l Ruderman, M D , P H D , director o f the 
Diabetes Research U n i t and director o f the 
Research Training Program in Endocrinology 
and Metabolism, is a world-renowned expert on 
the intricate chain o f events that eating triggers 
in the human body. Ruderman, a professor o f 
medicine and o f physiology and biophysics, and 
his colleagues are studying a recently discovered 
enzyme called A M P kinase, or A M P K . The 
work o f his laboratory increasingly suggests that 
A M P K is at the heart o f a molecular fuel sens-
ing mechanism that may explain the links 
between obesity, insulin resistance (an impaired 
abil ity o f insulin to exert its usual biological 
effects), diabetes, and heart disease. 
I n one study, Ruderman's team found that 
A M P K , which is activated dur ing exercise, 
increases fat burning and decreases fat storage 
in muscle, liver, and body fat. I n another study, 
they found that activated A M P K also reverses 
resistance to insulin, the hormone responsible 
for transferring energy from glucose into cells. 
Obesity is almost always associated w i t h insulin 
resistance and the larger the fat cells a person 
has, the more insulin resistant he or she 
becomes. I n many individuals, the pancreas can 
no longer secrete enough insulin to overcome 
the insulin resistance and they develop diabetes. 
I n a th i rd study, they found that A M P K activa-
t ion appears to inh ib i t damage to endothelial 
cells, which line the walls o f the arteries. Such 
damage is thought to be an early event in the 
development o f atherosclerosis, or hardening o f 
the arteries, a condit ion that can lead to a heart 
attack or stroke. 
The best-studied activator o f A M P K in 
humans is exercise. This research could explain 
why exercise not only reduces obesity, but can 
also reverse or prevent diabetes and diminish 
cardiovascular disease. I t has also made A M P K 
the target o f much pharmaceutical research, 
raising the possibility that, someday, physicians 
w i l l be able to prescribe a p i l l to obese, over-
weight, and diabetic patients that w i l l give 
them many o f the same benefits as exercise. 
W i t h the support o f a m u l t i - m i l l i o n dollar 
grant from the Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation, the investigators are actively pursu-
ing the questions raised by this research. They 
are especially encouraged by the fact that 
metformin, a widely used anti-diabetic drug, 
also activates A M P K and diminishes cardiovas-
cular disease in humans while causing some 
weight loss. 
"We k n o w that obesity is a 
larger problem i n Afr ican-
Americans and Latinos 
compared to whites." 
H . C H R I S T I A N W E B E R , M D 
B O S T O N U N I V E R S I T Y M E D I C I N E 7 
DASH for health 
N o matter what the cause o f an individual's 
obesity, the only way to treat the condit ion is 
by altering behavior. Even gastric bypass, the 
radical last alternative for the severely obese, 
requires changing a patient's eating habits after 
surgery. Assistant Provost for Research Thomas 
Moore, M D , is testing a "hands off" approach 
to behavior modihcation that uses a Web site to 
encourage people to make healthy lifestyle 
changes. 
" D A S H for Fiealth at E M C " is based on the 
D A S H (Dietary Approaches to Stop Hyper-
tension) diet, which has been shown to lower 
blood pressure and cholesterol, and reduce the 
development o f osteoporosis. The diet, which 
lowers blood pressure as effectively as most 
hypertension medications, is rich in fruits, veg-
etables, low-fat dairy foods and whole grains, 
and is reduced in animal fat and sugar-sweet-
ened foods and beverages. 
The Web site enables employees o f E M C 
Corporation, an international producer o f 
information storage systems, software, networks 
and services based in H o p k i n t o n , Mass., to log 
i n to a Web site and obtain weekly tips on how 
to improve their n u t r i t i o n and exercise habits. 
Employees participating in the confidential 
health and n u t r i t i o n program enter detailed 
information about their diet, blood pressure, 
and weight and receive n u t r i t i o n and exercise 
information tailored to their needs. The pro-
gram also produces personalized reports to doc-
ument each participant's progress. 
Call ing i t more o f a "real w o r l d " program, 
Moore, also director o f the office o f Clinical 
Research for the Medical Campus, says D A S H 
for Health is not a formal research project, but 
a large pi lot study that he hopes w i l l lead to a 
more scientific, double b l i n d , placebo-con-
trolled study. The success o f the Web site w i l l 
be measured by three criteria: whether people 
change their eating behavior, whether those 
w i t h high or high-normal blood pressure lower 
their blood pressure, and whether those who 
say they would like to lose weight actually do 
lose weight. 
Moore, a professor o f medicine, says he has 
already collected enough data to show that this 
approach is worthy o f further investigation. 
About 3,000 people began the program in 
February, and about one-third were still logging 
on and reporting data i n July. Those who said 
they were concerned about their blood pressure 
had lowered i t an average o f 7 points systolic 
and 3.5 points diastolic. The average weight loss 
for all participants was 3.5 pounds. 
" N o one's effectively shown that you can 
change someone's eating behavior via a Web-
based program," says Moore. "We are learning 
as much as we can about what keeps people 
engaged." 
Research increasingly suggests that A M P K is at 
the heart o f a molecular fuel sensing mechanism 
that may explain the links between obesity, 
insul in resistance, diabetes, and heart disease, 
savs Nei l Ruderman, M D , P H D . 
"We are learning as m u c h as 
we can about what keeps 
people engaged." 
T H O M A S M O O R E , M D 
Building a better bypass 
For the severely obese - those who are more than 
too pounds overweight or who have a B M I o f 35-
40 - the simplest tasks become challenging. 
Tying one's shoes, playing w i t h children, or get-
t ing into a car or airline seat become difhcult, i f 
not impossible. Most have associated health 
problems, such as heart disease, high blood pres-
sure or diabetes. For some, diet and exercise 
work , but for others, the excess weight always 
returns. Increasingly, people in this category are 
seeking a surgical solution. R. A r m o u r Forse, 
M D , P H D , has been performing gastric bypass 
surgery for such patients for more than 20 years. 
Once a very invasive procedure, gastric bypass 
surgery is becoming less risky w i t h laparosopy, 
which uses a t iny camera and surgical tools 
inserted through small incisions. Init ia l ly 
laparoscopic bypass surgery had technical prob-
lems, says Forse, the Faszlo Tauber Professor o f 
Surgery, but, w i t h the development o f better 
technology, Forse has embraced the procedure 
and is teaching i t to others. W o r k i n g through 
six small incisions in a patient's abdomen, Forse 
staples of f a small part o f the stomach and 
attaches i t to the small intestine, bypassing the 
por t ion immediately after the stomach. 
Performing about 200 gastric bypass surgeries 
each year, Forse has found that patients tolerate 
laparoscopy much better than a large abdomi-
nal incision, w i t h less pain, fewer complications 
and a quicker recovery. 
By reducing the volume o f the stomach, nar-
rowing the opening to the small intestine, and 
shortening i t , gastric bypass surgery not only 
reduces the amount o f food the severely obese 
patient can consume, i t also reduces how much 
o f i t is absorbed. O n average, patients lose 60 
percent o f their excess weight w i t h i n 2 years. 
Gastric bypass is far f rom a magic bullet, how-
ever; patients must still modify their behavior 
fol lowing surgery. I f patients eat too much 
food, or the wrong kinds o f food, they can 
experience an unpleasant set o f symptoms that 
may include nausea, vomit ing , and diarrhea. 
Patients must also carefully monitor their n u t r i -
t ion to avoid v i tamin dehciencies and often 
need to take supplements. 
Surgery is only part o f treating the severely 
obese, says Forse. Fie stresses the importance o f 
caring for patients before and after surgery, as 
well . Preoperatively, patients should be screened 
to make sure they are suitable candidates, then 
adequately prepared for the dramatic changes 
the surgery brings. After surgery, they need help 
dealing w i t h those changes and adjusting to 
their new eating habits. Forse is looking at ways 
to improve post-operative weight loss by inte-
grating post-operative care w i t h the medical 
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" T h e reality is, as the epidemic 
grows, for people for w h o m we 
have no effective remedy, surgery 
is increasing." 
R. A R M O U R F O R S E , M D , P H D 
The small intestine is attached to 
the newly formed gastric pouch 
with a smaller opening than to the 
stomach, slowing digestion so the 
patient feels fuller, longer. 
Surgical staples isolate a small 
portion of the stomach, reducing 
the amount a patient can eat. 
The small intestine is cut 60-120 cm 
below the stomach, bypassing a 
portion where nutrients are absorbed. 
The resulting limb is reattached to 
allow fluids to drain from the 
stomach. 
Gastric bypass with isolated gastric pouch 
groups aud even behavior aud weight loss ther-
apy. To this eud, he has put together a teaui o f 
professiouals, iucludiug psychologists, specially 
traiued uurses, uutritiouists, aud dieticiaus, all 
dedicated to dealiug w i t h the specific problerus 
eucouutered by severely obese patieuts uudergo-
iug gastric bypass surgery. 
Someday, research like that occurriug at BUSM 
may render gastric bypass surgery obsolete, says 
Forse. But w i t h the prevalence o f overweight 
adolescents nearly t r ip l ing in the last two 
decades, to 14 percent in 1999, aud the fact that 
overweight adolescents have a 70 percent 
chance o f becoming overweight or obese adults, 
the need for this radical last resort seems poised 
to grow in the immediate future, " l u an ideal 
wor ld , w i t h all medical diseases, once we 
know enough about them, we should be able to 
treat the patient by manipulat ing the factors, 
whether they're behavioral or biochemical," 
says Forse. "The reality is, as the epidemic 
grows, for people for w h o m we have no effec-
tive remedy, surgery is increasing." 
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Longtime Dean of Admissions John O'Connor 
steps down; Robert Witzburg steps in 
Dean Aram Chobanian (right) presents John O'Connor with an engraved glass clock 
for his years of service to the School at a reception in his honor last June. 
T HE OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS Saw a change of leadership this year, 
w i t h longtime Associate Dean John 
O'Connor, M D , stepping down and 
Robert Witzburg, M D , taking over. 
In his 21 years as associate dean o f 
admissions, O'Connor oversaw the 
acceptance of more than half the 
School's living alumni, but the 72-year-
old pediatric radiologist has had a spe-
cial affinity for those who had the most 
difficult time getting in . He knows 
rejection. O'Connor himself was not 
admitted to medical school his first year 
out of college and it is that experience 
that gave h i m a certain empathy for 
students who have had delayed admis-
sion. 
O'Connor received a bachelor of arts 
degree from Boston College in 1952 and 
was the hrst person from either side of 
his family to graduate from college. 
O'Connor's hopes to further his educa-
tion were dashed, however, when he 
applied to three medical schools and 
was passed over by all o f them. Despite 
not being accepted, O'Couuor d id 
receive some good advice when cue o f 
his interviewers told h i m to excel at 
graduate couises in science. O'Couuot 
did just that and was accepted the fol-
lowing year by B U S M . 
Eight years after graduation, 
O'Conuor '57 joined the B U S M faculty 
and was later promoted to full professor 
of radiology, pediatrics and anatomy in 
1972. Hundreds o f alumni w i l l recall his 
legendary "Introduction to Radiologic 
Imaging," which he has taught for 
23 years at orientation for hrst-year 
anatomy students. The lecture incorpo-
rates O'Connor's interest in imaging o f 
another kind - wildlife photography. 
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"We ho ld i n trust future 
generations o f patients. 
We are representing t h e m . " 
R O B E R T W I T Z B U R G , M D , 
Upon joining the faculty, O'Connor, 
became director of the new Pediatric 
Radiology Program, now its own sec-
tion, authorized by Jerome H . Shapiro, 
M D , the chairman of the Department of 
Radiology at University Hospital (now 
Boston Medical Center). O'Connor 
continues to do his clinical and teach-
ing work at the medical center. 
Driven by his own admissions experi-
ences, O'Connor joined the admissions 
committee in 1969. He became associ-
ate dean of Admissions in 1981. During 
his two decades at the helm, he 
observed several changes, foremost of 
which was the changing face of the 
applicant pool. As the number of quali-
fied applicants who are women and 
minorities has increased, each incoming 
class has more accurately reflected the 
general population. In the class of 2006, 
one half of the members are women. 
During this time, the school has also 
gradually raised its standards, and now 
applicants must have at least a 3.5 grade 
point average in science and double-
digit MCATs. 
Although the national applicant pool 
has shrunk from a peak of around 
43,000 in the late 1980s to around 
30,000 today, about 25 percent of all 
applicants still apply to B U S M . Between 
1,000 and 1,200 of the most qualihed 
are invited to interview. 
About 80 percent of those invited to 
interview are acceptable, says O'Couuor. 
The difficulty lies in determining who 
truly wants to attend B U S M . 
While many in the admissions field 
view their job as one of recruitment, 
O'Connor sees the job as one of screen-
ing those who apply to find properly 
qualified students. When O'Connor 
encountered a student who was not 
quite qualihed, he would counsel them 
to do what he did - prove themselves 
by enrolling in graduate science courses 
and giving it their absolute best. 
Over the years, several applicants 
have taken that advice and been 
rewarded for their effort. Paul Vastola, 
M D '88, was one. During his interview, 
O'Conuor told Vastola that B U was the 
right place for h im - he just needed to 
be patient, work hard, and things 
would go the right way. The advice 
worked. Vastola wrote in last winter's 
A lumni News that O'Connor had been 
"instrumental" in allowing h im access 
to a "fine medical education." 
"Thanks, Dr. O'Connor, for having 
faith in me aud giving me a chance," 
Vastola concluded. 
Witzburg '77 had his first taste of 
what it is like to be associate dean of 
admissions this summer, when he had 
the pleasure o f calling applicants on the 
admissions waiting list aud offering 
them a place at B U S M . "Right now, I 
have to tell you, it feels like Christmas 
in July and I get to play Santa Clans," 
he says. 
A self-described " B U loyalist," Witz-
burg, like O'Connor, worked for several 
years on the admissions committee before 
being asked to lead the office. He said 
the prospect o f hlling O'Connor's shoes 
was daunting, but he knew he would 
have the help of volunteer faculty and a 
small, but very dedicated office staff. 
Witzburg's approach is fundamentally 
the same as O'Connor's; however, in a 
changing environment with a shrinking 
applicant pool, he said admissions 
needs to focus some of its energy on 
recruitment. He hopes, for example, to 
expand the use o f email aud the World 
Wide Web to make admissions more 
accessible aud user friendly. 
B U S M students have always been 
selected based not only on the promise 
they show as students, but also as doc-
tors, and that is one thing that wi l l not 
change. Witzburg said he wi l l continue 
to ensure that the admissions process 
looks beyond the grades aud the test 
scores and attempts to understand what 
kind o f people are being admitted to 
medical school. "We hold in trust 
future generations o f patients," he says. 
"We are representing them." 
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Emergency Medicine Gets New Chair 
J O N A T H A N O L S H A K E R , M D , F A A E M , F A C E P , has been named 
chairman of Emergency Medicine 
at the Boston University School of 
Medicine ( B U S M ) . 
Olshaker, who also took on the posi-
t ion of chief of Emergency Medicine at 
Boston Medical Center - the school's 
primary teaching affiliate — is a highly 
regarded emergency physician, professor 
and researcher. 
"Dr. Olshaker has distinguished h im-
self in medical administration, teaching, 
clinical care, and clinical research," says 
BUSM Dean Aram Chobanian, M D , 
provost o f B U Medical Campus. "Our 
medical community is fortunate to have 
his expertise and talents." 
Before coming to B U S M , Olshaker 
was at the University of Maryland 
School o f Medicine for thirteen years, 
most recently as professor of surgery 
" B U S M and B M C w o r k together 
to offer physicians the 
oppor tun i ty to practice at 
institutions that successfully 
combine exceptional care to 
the c o m m u n i t y w i t h h igh-
powered academics and 
advanced research." 
J O N A T H A N O L S H A K E R , M D 
and medicine. He was also director of 
Emergency Care Services at the Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center in Baltimore. 
Throughout his career, Olshaker has 
served indigent and inner-city popula-
tions. He said the school's commitment 
to this community was one of the fac-
tors that lured him to Boston. 
"Throughout all the conversations 
leading up to accepting the position, 
there was an obvious sense of purpose 
and mission that was apparent in every-
one I spoke wi th , from the secretaries to 
the dean," says Olshaker. " B U S M aud 
B M C work together to offer physicians 
the opportunity to practice at institu-
tions that successfully combine excep-
tional care to the community wi th 
high-powered academics and advanced 
research." 
As senior editor of Forensic Emergency 
Medicine, Olshaker brings a new area of 
expertise to B U S M . The first text on the 
subject, it addresses situations when an 
emergency physician must be con-
cerned with collecting evidence, as in 
cases of child abuse, domestic violence, 
and rape. It also helps emergency physi-
cians recognize more subtle examples of 
such cases and gives advice on how to 
involve government agencies. Olshaker 
hopes to offer an emergency forensic 
fellowship at B U S M in the near future. 
Olshaker earned his medical degree 
from George Washington University in 
1982. Following an internship at the 
Oakland Naval Hospital, he completed 
an emergency medicine residency at 
Georgetown/George Washington 
University Hospitals. He served as a 
staff physician at the San Diego Naval 
Hospital before joining the faculty at 
the University o f Maryland School o f 
Medicine in 1989. He is currently a 
captain in the U.S. Naval Reserve. 
Olshaker has won numerous honors 
and awards, including the Georgetown 
University School of Medicine Hussey 
Award for Outstanding Student 
Teaching, the National Defense Medal, 
and the Naval Reserve Services Award. 
He has published approximately 50 
journal articles and book chapters on 
various aspects of emergency care. He 
has also lectured extensively on such 
emergency medicine topics as near 
drowning, acute asthma treatment, and 
pre-hospital trauma care. 
Olshaker is on the editorial review 
board of the Journal of Emergency 
Medicine. 
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New Leadership in Neurosurgery 
M a r i o n has performed 
important basic and clinical 
research on the metabolic 
changes occurring after 
traumatic brain or spinal cord 
i n j u r y and on the development 
o f new therapeutic approaches 
to l i m i t brain damage after 
severe trauma. 
NEW A P P O I N T M E N T S 
D O N A L D M A R I O N , M D , M S G , F A G S , has been appointed to the 
position of professor and chairman of 
the Department o f Neurosurgery at 
Boston University School o f Medicine, 
as well as chief of Neurosurgery at 
Boston Medical Center. 
Marion received his undergraduate 
degree from St. John's University in 
Collegeville, M i n n . , and his medical 
degree from the University of California 
in San Francisco. Following his residen-
cy training in surgery and neurosurgery 
at the University of Pittsburgh, he 
joined the faculty there in 1990 and 
advanced to the rank of professor of 
surgery (with tenure) and professor of 
rehabilitation science and technology. 
Marion has performed important 
basic and clinical research on the meta-
bolic changes that occur after traumatic 
brain or spinal cord injury and on the 
development of new therapeutic 
approaches to l imit brain damage after 
severe trauma. He received the Young 
Investigatof Award from the National 
Head Injuty Foundation. 
W i t h more than 150 atticles and one 
book to his credit, Marion is currently 
principal investigator or co-investigator 
on several National Institutes of Health 
and industry grants. He serves on 
the editorial boards of the Journal of 
Neurotrauma, Journal of Trauma, and 
the Journal of Medicine and Surgery of 
Trauma. 
Marion has served as chairman of the 
Scientific Sessions of the Neurotrauma 
Society and president of the National 
Association of Injury Control Research 
Center. He lectures extensively on vari-
ous aspects o f neurosurgery. In addi-
tion, he has served as a Peace Corps 
volunteer working on leprosy control in 
Korea and is currently a member of sev-
eral community organizations including 
the Violence Prevention Task Force of 
Allegheny County. 
Stuart Calderwood and 
Jianlin Gong 
Noted cancer researchers 
Two noted cancer researchers, Stuart 
Calderwood, P H D , and Jianlin Cong, 
M D , have joined the faculty at the 
Boston University School of Medicine. 
Calderwood has published extensively 
on cancer treatments. His research 
focuses on the molecular mechanisms 
involved in the regulation o f the expres-
sion o f the heat shock protein (hsp) 
genes. His fundamental studies con-
cerning how hsp 70 inhibits pro-
grammed cell death in prostate cancer 
have lead to the development of drugs 
tailored to inhibit ing hsp 70 function 
and enhancing tumor control. 
The principal investigator for several 
ongoing National Institutes of Health 
studies, Calderwood is also currently a 
member of the National Cancer 
Institute's Radiation Study Section. 
Previously, he was an associate professor 
of radiation oncology at Harvard 
Medical School's Dana Father Cancer 
Institute, where he served since 1985. 
Calderwood earned a bachelor's and 
master's degree in biochemistry from 
Stuart 
Calderwood 
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Jianlin Gong 
the University of Wales. He earned a 
P H D in biochemistry and performed a 
postdoctoral fellowship in cancer biolo-
gy at Newcastle University. He was also 
a research associate at Stanford 
University. 
From 1995-2000, Gong was on the 
faculty at Dana Farber. Most recently, 
she was an assistant professor in the 
Department o f Medicine at Harvard 
Medical School, where she taught 
since 1994. 
Her research includes pioneering 
work fusing dendritic cells generated 
from bone marrow wi th cancer cells to 
create an anti-tumor vaccine. These 
hybrid cells express tumor antigens and 
dendritic cell-derived essential elements, 
thereby enhancing anti-tumor immune 
response. The fusion cells are also capa-
ble of processing and presenting 
unidentified tumor antigens, thus elim-
inating the daunting task of identifying 
individual antigens. The vaccine has 
been found to be very effective in ani-
mal and human studies. Gong's ongo-
ing studies focus on the mechanism by 
which the vaccine works and its clinical 
application. 
Gong received her M D from the 
Medical School of Zhejiang University 
and was a research fellow at Harvard 
Medical School's Department of 
Pathology. 
A n accomplished researcher with 
many published papers. Gong won hrst 
prize in the Fifth International 
Symposium of Biological Therapy of 
Gancer in Munich, Germany, in 1999. 
"Drs. Galderwood and Gong are 
leading cancer researchers," says B U S M 
Dean Aram Ghobanian, MD,Provost of 
B U Medical Gampus. "We are delighted 
to welcome them to B U S M . " 
Thomas Daley 
Director of Facilities Management 
Thomas Daley has been named director 
of Facilities Management at B U M C . 
Previously, Daley was assistant director 
of BU 's Photonics Genter for two years, 
where he was responsible for overseeing 
the center's day-to-day operations, capi-
tal improvement projects, facility main-
tenance, personnel matters, and hnan-
cial/budget development. 
Daley earned a bachelor of science in 
marine engineering from the Maine 
Maritime Academy and a master's 
degree in general administration from 
the University of Maryland. He has an 
extensive background in personnel 
management, budgeting, and crisis 
management. 
Daley came to B U following a highly 
successful career wi th the federal gov-
ernment, where he was a program 
director responsible for management 
and operations of commercial vessel 
safety and environmental protection 
programs throughout New England 
and Europe. 
Daley has an extensive background in 
personnel management, budgeting and 
international agreements, and has co-
chaired a number of domestic and inter-
national response organizations develop-
ing expertise in crisis management. 
Vincent LaRosa 
Executive Director of O i l 
Vincent LaRosa, P H D , chief informa-
tion officer for the Evans Medical 
Foundation since 1997, has assumed 
a second appointment as executive 
director of the Office of Information 
Technology ( O I T ) at B U M C . 
LaRosa received his P H D in infor-
matics from Tufts University in 1996. 
At Evans, LaRosa has overseen activities 
involved in providing information tech-
nology services to support the academ-
ic, clinical, and research activities of the 
foundation. Previously, he was director 
of Research Gomputing for Ghildren's 
Hospital, from 1995-1997, and manager 
of Academic Gomputer Services for 
Tufts University Medical School, from 
1992-1995. 
LaRosa has collaborated closely w i t h 
O I T on many projects and issues in 
recent years, and was a member of 
the B U M C Infotmation Technology 
Advisory Gommittee. 
B O S T O N U N I V E R S I T Y M E D I C I N E 15 
Researcher receives royal honor 
Una Scully Ryan 
A B O S T O N U N I V E R S I T Y School of Medicine professors lifedme of 
achievement in biology won the praise of 
Great Britain's Queen Elizabeth I I 
earlier this year. 
Una Scully Ryan, P H D , a research 
professor of medicine at the Whitaker 
Gardiovascular Institute since 1994, wi l l 
travel to Buckingham Palace this winter 
to receive the Order of the British 
Empire. The queen wi l l officiate at the 
ceremony and pin the medallion signify-
ing the O B E on Ryan. 
One of the newest orders o f chivalry, 
the Order is the first British honor to 
include women and foreigners. Ryan has 
received numerous awards for her work, 
but never from royalty. " I was surprised," 
says Ryan, who was born in Singapore, 
raised in England and holds dual 
American and British citizenship. "It's a 
very great honor." 
King George V established the Order 
in 1917 to recognize the outstanding 
wartime achievements and dedication of 
those behind the front lines and on the 
homefront during World War I . 
Originally, the award went to those who 
worked in hospitals, munitions factories, 
war depots, army headquarters, and com-
munications areas. After the war, the 
Order became a reward for a wider 
range of achievements by those former-
ly excluded by the British honors sys-
tem. Today, it is used to acknowledge 
particular heights attained in areas 
including science, the arts, literature, 
charity, and welfare organizations. 
Ryan's early research on endothelial 
tissue revealed it was not merely a l in -
ing for blood vessels, but actually had 
important metabolic functions. She 
then devised a method to culture 
endothelial cells in a test tube, facilitat-
ing further research into their complex 
functioning. Her work opened up a 
new area of study. "Vascular biology is 
now a huge held, but when I started, 
there was really no one studying the 
endothelium," she says. 
Ryan's work has particularly con-
tributed to understanding the control 
of blood pressure. "Una Ryan has made 
important contributions to our under-
standing of endothelial cell biology and 
its relationship to vascular disease," says 
Joseph Loscalzo, M D , P H D , director of 
the Whitaker Gardiovascular Institute 
and Wade Professor and Ghairman in 
the Department of Medicine at B U S M . 
While Ryan's scientific achievements 
alone are impressive, the Order is as 
much in recognition o f her commit-
ment to improving people's lives. " I 'm 
always passionate about the science, and 
also about getting it to the bedside," 
says Ryan. "As a little girl , I dreamed of 
being a missionary doctor. Bringing 
medicine to people is extremely impor-
tant to me." 
It was this passion that drove her to 
become active in promoting the 
biotechnology industry. Ryan, the presi-
dent and chief executive officer of 
A V A N T Immunotherapeutics, Inc. of 
Needham, Mass., was first co-chair for 
the Biotechnology Industry Organiza-
tion's ( B I O ) 2000 conference, where she 
became a familiar face to many foreign 
delegates. She currently serves on the 
boards of B I O and the Massachusetts 
Biotechnology Gouncil. 
This year, Ryan attracted national 
media attention when she testified before 
Gongress about what the biotechnology 
industry requires to assist the war on 
terrorism. Her recommendation that 
companies need both financial and polit-
ical support was incorporated into the 
Public Health Security and Bioterrorism 
Response Act of 2002 and she was pres-
ent at the bill's White House signing by 
President George W. Bush. 
Part altruistic and part entrepreneur-
ial, Ryan says her philosophy owes a lot 
to her experience at B U S M . "The rela-
tionships I have forged here at the 
School have really shaped the way I 
think about what's important in medi-
cine," she says. 
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Benazeer Jawaid '02 adjusts the 
tassle of friend Geeta Nanjia '02 
to signify her new status at 
Commencement. 
T he Boston University School of Medicine launched 180 new graduates into the world 
at a commencement ceremony held at the 
Boston Marriott/Copley Place on May 19, 2002. 
The graduating class included 26 PHD students 
and six in the MD/PHD program. Dean Aram 
Chobanian, MD, provost of BU Medical Campus, 
affirmed their skills and commitment. "You have 
responded with your hearts and minds, and we 
know that you will continue to do so." 
Chobanian urged the graduates to "lead the 
effort to work within the system in order to help 
draft and pass legislation that will provide health 
coverage to all." 
Keynote speaker Eve Slater, MD, assistant secre-
tary for Health, and the highest-ranking physi-
cian in the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services, encouraged the students to set 
their sights on accomplishing something for pub-
lic health. "You now are charged with my sincer-
est hope to set an example by your conduct to 
improve health for our country and for our 
world," she said. 
DOCTOR OF MEDICINE 
WITH HONORS AND 
RESIDENCY APPOINTMENTS 
SUMMA CUM LAUDE 
Rachel Schindelheim T i t l e 
BA/MD DEGREE 
New York Presbyterian Hospital-
Cornel l Campus Program 
Radiology-Diagnostic 
New York, N.Y. 
MAGNA CUM LAUDE 
Christ ine Mee Young C h o i 
BA/MD/MBA DEGREE 
New York Presbyterian Hospital-
(Cornell Campus) Program 
Dermatology 
New York, N.Y. 
M a r k H a r o l d Katz 
New York Presbyterian Hospital 
(Columbia Campus) Program 
Urology 
N e w York, N.Y. 
Diana Sbarri Laky 
BA/MD DEGREE 




Nadia Sophia W a n g 
BA/MD DEGREE 
University o f N o r t h Carolina 
Hospitals Program 
Dermatology 
Chapel H i l l , N . C . 
CUM LAUDE 
Rahul Ghanshyam Bhat 
BA/MD DEGREE 
George Washington University 
Program 
Emergency Medicine 
Washington, D .C . 
A m o l Madhav Bharki 
BA/MD DEGREE 
University o f California, San 
Francisco Program 
Otolaryngology 
San Francisco, Calif. 
Br ian Kenneth B r i g h t o n 
M D / M P H 
Cleveland Cl in ic Foundation 
Program 
Orthopaedic Surgery 
Cleveland, O h i o 
Melissa Beth Glasser 
BA/MD DEGREE 
Winthrop-Univers i ry Hospita l 
Program 
Obstetrics-Gynecology 
Mineola , N.Y. 
Frederic Michael G o l d m a n 




Claudia Prue Schnipper H o c h b e r g 
Brigham and Women's Hospita l 
Program 
Internal Medic ine 
Boston, Mass. 
Jane H e r y o n H o n g 











University o f Michigan Program 
Urology 
A n n Arbor, M i c h . 
Danie l Jonathan K o w a l 




Michael Donaldson L u c k 
University o f Pennsylvania Program 
Radiology-Diagnostic 
Philadelphia, Penn. 
Lynne Catherine Raynor 




Jason Scott Reichenberg 
BA/MD DEGREE 
Mayo Graduate School o f Medic ine 
(Rochester) Program 
Dermatology 
Rochester, M i n n . 
Natal ia Sana Rost 
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Chris Brown '96 and R. Stephen Brown '94 join their brother 
Andrew C. Brown '02 and father Robert H. Brown '65 at 
Commencement. 
A m a n j o t Singh Sethi 




Nicole Lemieux W h i t l a t c h 




Michael Vernon Young 
Medical College o f Pennsylvania-
Hahnemann University Program 
Radiology-Diagnostic 
Philadelphia, Penn. 
DOCTOR OF MEDICINE 
DEGREES AND RESIDENCY 
APPOINTMENTS 
MD/PHD DEGREES 
Hideko H e i d i Nakaj ima 
Post-Doctoral Research Fellow — 
Department o f Otology & 
Laryngology, Harvard Medical 
School and Department o f 
Otolaryngology, Massachusetts 
Eye & Ear Inf irmary 
Bosron, Mass. 
Michael Sawa Nicolaou 
Henry Ford Hospital Program 
General Surgery 
Detroit , M i c h . 
Rainer Walter Paine 
BA/MD/PHD DEGREE 
R I K E N Brain Science Institute, 
Japan 
George W i l l i a m Poulos 











University o f California (San Diego) 
Program 
Otolaryngology 
San Diego, Calif. 
MD/MPH DEGREES 
Artemus Flagg I I 
D w i g h t Dav id Eisenhower A r m y 
Medical Center Program 
General Surgery 
Fort Gordon, Ga. 
John Kuo-Sheng Su 
Kaiser Permanente Southern 
California (Los Angeles) Program 
Family Practice 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
BA/MD DEGREES 
George Francis B r o w n I V 
Rhode Island Hospital/Brown 
University Program 
Emergency Medicine 
Providence, R.I . 
V i c k i M i n Chen 
M o u n t Sinai School o f Medicine 
Program 
Ophthalmology 
New York, N.Y. 
A r n o l d Danie l C h u n g 
University o f Vermont/Fletcher 
Al len Health Care Program 
General Surgery 
Bur l ington, V t . 
Michael V i t a l y Elman 




Rashna Behramshaw I r a n i 




Paul Yun-Kee Ko 




Joshua Eric Levin 
Brown University Program 
General Surgery 
Providence, R.I . 
L i - W e i L i n 




N a v i n Chander Nakra 
New York University Medical 
Center Program 
Internal Medicine 
New York, N.Y. 
Snehal R. Patel 
New York Medical College at St. 
Vincent's Hospital and Medical 
Center Program 
Internal Medicine 
New York. N.Y. 
D a v i d M i n h o Rhee 
Rush-Presbyterian-Sr Luke's 




University o f N o r t h Carolina 
Hospitals Program 
Pediatrics 
Chapel H i l l , N . C . 
Benjamin Ronald S igmond 
Medical College o f Pennsylvania-




Sapana Pathak A d h i k a r i 




Cr ist ina A l f i e r i 
Wayne State University/Detroit 
Medical Center Program 
Obstetrics-Gynecology 
Detro i t , M i c h . 
D a v i d Webster A l l e n 




Scott Everett Altschuler 




Samrat Vilas Ambewadikar 
Rhode Island Hospital/Brown 
University Program 
Pediatrics 
Providence, R.I . 
Louis John Andrews 
New York Presbyterian Hospital 
(Columbia Campus) Program 
Anesthesiology 
New York, N.Y. 
Lena Stacey Avedissian 
Nat ional Capital Consort ium 
(Walter Reed) Program 
Internal Medicine 
Washington, D . C . 
Charles Peter Bergstrom 
University o f California, San 
Francisco Program 
Pediatrics-Primary 
San Francisco, Calif. 
M o n a K a l i n d i Bhat t 




Erica J. Bial 
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical 
Center Program 
Anesthesiology 
Boston. Mass . 
Ke l ly K. Bishop-Bartolomei 




A n d r e w Carson B r o w n 
New York Eye and Ear Inf irmary 
Program 
Ophtha lmology 
New York, N.Y. 
Golden Thaddeus Buckland I I I 
Metro West Medical Center/Harvard 




M o u n t Sinai School o f Medicine 
Program 
Emergency Medicine 
New York, N.Y. 
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D a n n y P. Chan 
University o f Southern California 
Program 
Orthopaedic Surgery 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
Rajat Chand 
George Washington University 
Program 
Emergency Medicine 
Washington, D . C . 
Robert Wen-Shen Chang 
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 
Program 
Internal Medicine 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
Christopher H . Cheng 
St. Luke's-Roosevelt Hospital 
Center Program 
Emergency Medicine 
New York, N.Y. 
Jung Yoon C h o i 
Lahey Cl in ic Program 
Internal Medicine 
Bur l ington , Mass. 
Richard A n t h o n y Christensen-
Da l ia 
Memor ia l Hospital o f Rhode 
Island/Brown University Program 
Family Practice 
Pawtucket, R . I . 
Andres A n t o n i o Cubr ie l 
University o f Texas Health Science 
Center at San A n t o n i o Program 
Anesthesiology 
San A n t o n i o , Texas 
Ryan Patrick D a l y 




Nicole Negar Davarpanah 
Deferred Residency 
Eric Scott Davidson 




Thomas Francis Del ia Torre 
Yale-New Haven Medical Center 
Program 
Otolaryngology 
New Haven, C o n n . 
A r a m Nazareth D e m i r j i a n 




Melissa D a w n DiPet r i l lo 




Lewis A r n o l d D i u l u s I I I 
Cleveland Cl in ic Foundation 
Program 
General Surgery 
Cleveland, O h i o 
K i m b e r l y A n n D o d d 




Roman D a v i d Dover 










M a r k Joseph Euhanks 




Joshua Benjamin Farh 
Maine Medical Center Program 
Radiology-Diagnostic 
Portland, Maine 
A m y G o o r i n Fogelman 




Roy Chong-soon Foo 
New York Presbyterian Hospital 
(Columbia Campus) Program 
Surgery-Plastic Surgery 
New York, N.Y. 
M a r k Peters Foster 
Long Beach Memoria l Medical 
Center Program 
Family Practice 
Long Beach, Calif. 
Satyen M a n i l a ! Gada 
National Capital Consor t ium 
Program 
Pediatrics 
Bethesda, M d . 
Laura S. Galaburda 




A n t h o n y Louis Gallo, Jr. 




Jennifer Margaret Gaudiani 
Yale-New Haven Medical Center 
Program 
Internal Medicine 
N e w Haven, C o n n . 
Alexander Georgakis 




Michele Jane Gleason 
Naval Medical Center 
Transitional 
Portsmouth, Va. 
Charles Raymond Gruner 
Loyola University Program 
General Surgery 
Maywood, 111. 
Joe Chien-Wei H o n g 
U C L A Medical Center Program 
Anesthesiology 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
S i - H o n g H u a n g 




Benazeer Fatima Jawaid 
Jackson Memor ia l Hospital/Jackson 
Health System Program 
Pediatrics 
M i a m i , Fla. 
Vikas J indal 
Yale-New Haven Medical Center 
Program 
Medicine 
N e w Haven C o n n . 
Sushma Komakula 
Emory University Program 
Internal Medicine 
Atlanta, Ga. 
Alexander Michae l Kowal 
Johns Hopkins University Program 
Pediatrics 
Baltimore, M d . 
Eric O h s u n K w o n 
Lenox H i l l Hospital Program 
Urology 
New York, N.Y. 
D a v i d Warren Lemos 
M c G i l l University Program 
Orthopaedic Surgery 
Montrea l , Quebec 
Heather V i r g i n i a Lochner 




Ricardo Javier Lopez 




presents Associate Protessor 
ot Medicine Robert Levin 
with the 2002 Stanley L. 
Robbins Award tor 
Excellence in Teaching. 
Michae l K e n Louie 
O h i o State University Program 
Urology 
Columbus, O h i o 
L e i f E r i k Lunsford 
University o f Southern Cali fornia 
Program 
Emergency Medic ine 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
Michel le M a g i d 
Mayo Graduate School o f Medicine 
(Rochester) Program 
Psychiatry 
Rochester, M i n n . 
Eileen Early Malta is 




J i l l ian Rose M a r t i n 
Naval Medical Center (San Diego) 
Program 
Transitional 
San Diego, Calif. 
N e i l A i k e n M c D o n a l d 




Julie Mar ie M c K i b b e n 
National Naval Medical Center 
(Bethesda) Program 
Internal Medicine 
Bethesda, M d . 
V incent Paul M e o l i 
Albert Einstein College o f Medicine 
(Jacobi/Montefiore) Program 
Emergency Medic ine 
Bronx, N.Y. 
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Leslie Oyama '02 wears a 
lei, showing her Hawaiian 
heritage at Commencement. 
Geeta Nangia 




Paige Sayuri N a t o r i 




A p r i l Estelle Nedeau 
University o f Pennsylvania Program 
General Surgery 
Philadelphia, Penn. 
Dorette Juanita Noorhasan 




Marisela Marisa Noorhasan 
Naval Medical Center (San Diego) 
Program 
Internal Medicine 
San Diego, Calif. 
Christine Megan O ' B r i e n 




Kerry Lynne O'Br ien 






Johns Hopkins University Program 
Pediatrics 
Baltimore, M d . 
Leslie Christ ine Oyama 









Karla Cira Pastrana 




Jayen Harshad Patel 
New York University Medical 
Center Program 
Anesthesiology 
New York, N.Y. 
A m y Perry 
Maine Medical Center Program 
Pediatrics 
Portland, Maine 
John L d w a r d Prioleau 




M o u n t Sinai School o f Medicine 
Program 
Psychiatry 
N e w York, N.Y. 
Bhupinder Reel 
M i a m i Children's Hospital Program 
Pediatrics 
M i a m i , Fla. 
Marshal l Lawrence Reiner 





Catherine Angier Rich 




Michael George Rishano 









Rebecca D a w n R u n g 




Danie l W i l l i a m s Rust 





N o r t h Shore University 
H o s p i t a l / N Y U School o f 
Medicine Program 
Ophthalmology 
Great Neck, N.Y. 
Justin D a v i d Shaber 




A n j a n Rajni Shah 
Medical College o f Pennsylvania-
Hahnemann University Program 
Surgery 
Philadelphia, PA 
H e n r i Clifif Shay Tannas 




Karen Blythe Shore 
Lahey Cl in ic Program 
Radiology-Diagnostic 
Bur l ington, Mass. 
Jason Moshe Shuker 




Rachel Lynne Stark 
M o u n t Sinai School o f Medicine 
Program 
Internal Medicine 
New York, N.Y. 
Katr ina A n n Steil ing 




Eric Jacob Stern 
University o f California (San Diego) 
Program 
Pediatrics 
San Diego, Calif. 
James Francis St inchon I I I 




T h e o p h i l A n t h o n y Stokes 
National Capital Consort ium 
Program 
Pediatrics 
Bethesda, M d . 
A h m e d Sirageldin Sul iman 
University o f California-San Diego 
Program 
General Surgery 
San Diego, Calif. 
Joj i Suzuki 
Maine Medical Center Program 
Psychiatry 
Portland, Maine 
Ange l T u n g n i Tsai 




Khashayar Vak i l i 
Lahey C l in ic Program 
General Surgery 
Bur l ington , Mass. 
Elisa Laura Valente 




M a t t h e w Scott W i e m a n 




Bar ton Lahn Wise 
Brown University Program 
Internal Medicine 
Providence, R . I . 
Sekon W o n 
University o f Colorado Program 
Internal Medicine 
Denver, Colo . 
A d a m W o n g 




La ima Ilze Zarins 




John D . Zygiel 
New Hampshire-Dartmouth Family 
Practice Program 
Family Practice 
Concord, N . H . 
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DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 
D e v r i m Acehan, BS 
"Three Dimensional Structure o f the 
Apoptosome Obtained by Cryo 
Electron Microscopy and Image 
Processing" 
X i n Q i a n B r o w n , BS 
"The Effect o f Retinoic Acid on 
H u m a n Immunodeficiency Virus 
Type-1 Replication in 
Monocyte/Macrophages" f 
John N o r r i s Elanagan, BA, MA 
" V i t a m i n D and Gene Regulation in 
the Skin" 
Project Manager - Holtherics, inc. 
A n t o i n e t t e Yvonne Freeman, BA 
" T h e Role o f Endogenous NT-3 and 
BDNF i n Cocaine-Induced Behavioral 
Sensitization: A n 
Immunohistochemical and 
Behavioral Analysis" 
L i n g G u , BS 
"The Role and Regulation o f H u m a n 
MDM2 (HDMZ) in Cell Cycle and 
Apoptosis" 
Sue K i m Hanson , BA, MA 
"Studies o f Interlet ikin 16 Biologic 
Funct ion" t t 
Yulia Kaluzhny, MS 
"Mechanisms Leading to 
Megakaryocyte Differentiation and 
Platelet Fragmentation" f 
Hassan M u h a m a d a l i Khachfe, BS, MS 
"Spectroscopic and Caiorimetric 
Studies o f the 17% N-Terminal 
D o m a i n o f Apol ipoprote in B-ioo" 
Raymond S. K i n g , BA 
"Effects o f Prenatal Protein 
M a l n u t r i t i o n and Postnatal Stress 
on the Development o f Brainstem 
Nuclei and the Hippocampus i n 
the Rat" 
Cl inical Research Fellow -
Massachusetts General Hospital , 
Harvard Medical School 
Esther Landesman-Bollag, BSC, MSG 
"Oncogenic Role o f Protein Kinase 
CKi" 
Post-Doctoral Research Associate -
Boston University School o f 
Medicine 
Elizabeth A n n Leadbetter, BS 
"Chromat in/ igG I m m u n e Complexes 
Activate Autoreactive B Cells by Dua l 
Engagement o l B Cell Receptors and 
Tol l-Like Receptors" 
Heather Lynne Murray , BS 
"Alternative Reactions Catalyzed by 
a Group l i I n t r o n " 
Post-Doctoral Research Associate -
Whitehead Institute 
H i d e k o Nakaj ima, BS, MS 
"A Study o f Cochlear Outer Ha i r 
Cells in V ivo" 
Post-Doctoral Research Fellow -
Department o f Otology & 
Laryngology, Harvard Medical 
School and Department o f 
Otolaryngology, Massachusetts Eye 
&: Ear Inf irmary 
Jutamas Ngampasutadol , MA, MD 
"Peptide M i m i c Elicits Bactericidal 
Ant ibody Response Against an 
Oligosaccharide Epitope o f 
Neisseria Gonorrhoeae" 
Michael Nico laou , BA 
"Comparison o f Study Designs and 
Model-Free Methods o f Linkage 
Analysis for a Qualitative Trait 
Using Sib Pairs" 
Rainer Walter Paine, BA 
"A Neural Model o f 
Corticocerebellar Interactions 
D u r i n g Attentive Imi ta t ion and 
Predictive Learning o f Sequential 
H a n d w r i t i n g Movements" 
Post-Doctoral Researcher - RIKEN 
Brain Science Institute, Japan 
Jae H o n g Park, BS, MS, 
"The Effect o f Histone Deacetylase 
I n h i b i t i o n on the Early Events o f 
Epstein-Barr Virus Reactivation" f 
Post-Doctoral Research Fellow -
Harvard Medical School 
Giuseppe Piccoli , BS 
"Protein Kinase C and Light 
Adaptation i n Invertebrate 
Microvi l lar Photoreceptors" 
George W i l l i a m Poulos, BS,MS,MA 
"The Three-Dimensional Structure 
o f Low-Density L ipoprotein via 
Cryoelectron Microscopy" 
Deepanwita Prusty, BA 
"Identi f icat ion o f Signalling 
Pathways Involved in the 
Transcriptional C o n t r o l o f 
Adipogenesis" 
Michael S. Rosol, BS 
"Electron Microscopy and Three-
Dimensional Image 
Reconstruction o f T r o p o n i n -
Regulated T h i n Filaments" f 
C h i n g C h i n g Seah, BA, MA 
"Effects o f Chronic W o u n d Fluid 
on Cell Cycle-Regulatory Proteins 
in H u m a n Newborn Derma! 
Fibroblasts" t 
Sisters Dorette Juanita Noorhasan '02 and Marisela Marisa 
Noorhasan '02 flank their proud mother, Dorette Noorhasan. 
Jian Shen, BM, 
" T h e Roles o f the C-Myc Oncogene 
and Protein Kinase CK2 in B 
Lymphoma Cells"t 
Resident - Department o f 
Pathology, Brigham and Women's 
Hospital 
Serguei S. Sidach, BSC 
"Gat ing Modifications o f Neuronal 
Voltage-Activated Calcium 
Channels by Peptide Toxins" 
Janine L y n n Steiger, BS 
"Regulation o f Gaba Receptor Gene 
Expression i n the CNS: A Role for 
Creb/Atf Transcription Factors and 
Effects o f Prenatal Protein 
M a l n u t r i t i o n " 
K i m b e r l y A n n Stieglitz, BS 
"Phospholipasc D From S. 
Chromofuscus: Studies of B inding 
Af f in i ty and Interactions w i t h the 
Membrane Bilayer" t 
Emil ios Tahinc i , BS 
"The Role o f the Small GTPases 
Rho and Rac in C o n t r o l l i n g Cell 
Movements D u r i n g Xenoptis 
Gastrulation" 
Cyrus Torchinsky, A . B . , MA 
"Protein Translocation in 
Centamicin-Mediated Apoptosis o f 
Cochlear Ha i r Cells" 
Brent Rhys W i l l i a m s , BA 
"Polyclonal A n t i b o d y Libraries to 
H u m a n Colorectal Cancer" 
Scientist - Dyax Corporat ion 
Michel le Elizabeth Youd, BS 
"Secretory D M Function in V i v o " t 
D i Zhao, BM 
"Studies o f Phospholipase D i and 
Phospholipase D2 Expression i n 
Rat Brain D u r i n g Development 
and Aging and Identi f icat ion 
o f a Physiological Role for 
Phospholipase D2 in Providing 
the Precursor Chol ine for 
Acetylcholine Synthesis" t 
Xuemei Z h o n g , BSC, MS, 
"Characterization o f FAIM (Fas 
Apoptosis I n h i b i t o r y Molecule) 
and its in V ivo Funct ion by 
Targeted Dis rupt ion o f the Gene 
Locus" 
Post-Doctoral Research Associate, 
Boston University Medical Center 
t January graduates 
t t D e g r e e awarded posthumously . 
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Boston University School of Medicine 
Class of 2002 Student Awards and Prizes 
D A V I D ROTHBAUM, M D , 
AWARD I N OBSTETRICS A N D 
GYNECOLOGY 
Dorette Juanita Noorhasan 
DR. D A V I D R. IVERSON 
STUDENT AWARD 
Marshall Lawrence Reiner 




R U T H H U N T E R JOHNSON 
PRIZE 
Mona Kalindi Bhatt 




ROBERT G . FELDMAN, M D . 
PRIZE I N NEUROLOGY 
Laima Ilze Zarins 
AMERICAN ACADEMY OF 
NEUROLOGY M E D I C A L 
STUDENT AWARD 
Natalia Sana Rost 
J O H N F. O ' C O N N O R , M D , 
RADIOLOGY AWARD 
Rachel Schindelheim Title 
PETER E. P O C H I AWARD 
FOR EXCELLENCE I N 
DERMATOLOGY 
Nadia Sophia Wang 
HENRY J. BAKST AWARD I N 
C O M M U N I T Y M E D I C I N E 
Cristina Alfieri 
Frederic Michael Goldman 
JOB E. FUCHS SCHOLARSHIP 
AWARD 
Snshma Komaknla 
D E A N ELEANOR TYLER 
M E M O R I A L AWARD 
Rachel Schindelheim Title 
Nadia Sophia Wang 
BOSTON INTERNATIONAL 
F O U N D A T I O N FOR M E D I C A L 
EDUCATION AWARD ( I N 
MEMORY OF FREDERICK 
STARE, M D ) 
Eric Jacob Stern 
ELIZABETH K. MOYER 
M E M O R I A L PRIZE I N 
ANATOMICAL SCIENCES 
Lynne Catherine Raynor 
A N T H O N Y L.F . GORMAN 
PRIZE I N PHYSIOLOGY 
Natalia Sana Rost 
PAULINE M I L L S T E I N FAMILY 
F U N D AWARD 
Satyen Manilal Gada 
INTERNAL M E D I C I N E AWARD 
Kimberly Ann Dodd 
Claudia Prne Schnipper 
Hochberg 
Nicole Lemieitx Whitlatch 
M E D I C A L STUDENT 
EXCELLENCE I N EMERGENCY 
M E D I C I N E AWARD 
Paul Ynn-Kee Ko 
SIDNEY GOOPERBAND AWARD 
Elisa Laura Valente 
HENRY J . BAKST 
SCHOLARSHIP AWARD 
Nicole Lemieux Whitlatch 
A L U M N I ASSOCIATION AWARD 
Dorette Juanita Noorhasan 
Marisela Marisa Noorhasan 
Sekon Won 
W I L L I A M F. M C N A R Y , JR. 
AWARD 
John Kuo-Sheng Sn 
D I A N A RADKOWSKI AWARD 
Kelly K. Bishop-Bartolomei 
T H E M A S A K I C H I A N D 
M i T S U K O ITABASHI AWARD 
Roy Chong-soon Foo 
A M W A ' S JANET M . GLASGOW 
M E M O R I A L 
ACHIEVEMENT C I T A T I O N 
Christine Mee Young Choi 
Melissa Beth Glasser 
Claudia Prne Schnipper 
Hochberg 
Aradhana Kanshal 
Diana Sharri Laky 
Lynne Catherine Raynor 
Natalia Sana Rost 
Nadia Sophia Wang 
A M W A ' S JANET M . GLASGOW 
M E M O R I A L AWARD 
Rachel Schindelheim Title 
ROBERT SLATER, M D . 
PRIZE I N ANESTHESIOLOGY 
Neil Aiken McDonald 
BERTHA CURTIS AWARD 
Vicki Min Chen 
J O H N M . MURRAY PRIZE 
Christine Mee Young Choi 
M A L A M U D PRIZE 
Edward Ratnsh 
D R . L O U I S W E I N S T E I N PRIZE 
FOR EXCELLENCE I N 
INFECTIOUS DISEASES 
Jane Heryon Hong 
Deepanwita Prusty 
N E W E N G L A N D PEDIATRIC 
SOCIETY AWARD 
Joan Lagan 
PETER J . M O Z D E N , M D , 
AWARD 
Kerry Lynne O'Brien 
D R . J O H N D I T T M E R A N D DR. 
L I N D A W R I G H T AWARD 
FOR EXCELLENCE I N 
T E A C H I N G 
Roy Chong-soon Foo 
A B B O T T 
LABORATORIES/MUREX 
DIAGNOSTICS AWARD I N 
M I C R O B I O L O G Y 
Rashna Behramshaw Irani 
B E N J A M I N TENNEY PRIZE I N 
OBSTETRICS A N D 
GYNECOLOGY 
Cristina Alfieri 
D R . SAMUEL A N D H E L E N 
P o P L A C K STUDENT AWARD 
Kimberly Ann Dodd 
MARY STAFFORD SURGERY 
AWARD 
Daniel Jonathan Kowal 
22 B O S T O N U N I V E R S I T Y M E D I C I N E 








































































T H E B O S T O N U N I V E R S I T Y School o f Medicine Alumni 
Association held its annual A lumni 
Weekend on May 17 and 18, 2002. The 
events comptising the weekend are the 
highlight of the year, as alumni return 
to the School for a festive reunion. 
The weekend officially began on 
Friday morning with a guided tour of 
the Museum of Science and a viewing 
of the O m n i Theater presentation, 
Kilimanjaro. The Scientihc Program, 
which traditionally offers a diverse 
selection of topics of current interest to 
alumni by highly distinguished lecturers 
in health care, followed the tour. This 
year's program featured two B U S M 
alumni and a B U S M faculty member. 
Jonathan fialperin, M D '75, professor 
of medicine at the Mount Sinai School 
of Medicine at New York University, 
and director of Clinical Cardiology at 
the cardiovascular institute of Mount 
Sinai Medical Center, presented the 
Sidney Kibrick, M D , Lectureship on 
"Advances in Stroke Prevention for 
Atrial Fibrillation." 
John Kaufman, M D '82, professor of 
interventional radiology, and fellowship 
program director at the Dorter Institute 
Christos Kapogiannis '92, Geralyn Leone 
'92, and Frank Martinis '92 enjoy the 
opportunity to get together during their 
10th reunion. 
of the Orgeon FJealth Sciences 
University, presented the S.A. Kaufman, 
M D , Memorial Lecture, "From 
Plumber's Wrench to Interventional 
Radiology: The Path to a New 
Specialty." Kaufman is the son of 
Seymour Kaufman, M D '47, in whose 
memory the lecture was established. 
Maureen Kavanah, M D , associate 
professor o f surgery at B U S M , and a 
member o f the board o f directors of the 
National Surgical Adjuvant Breast and 
Bowel Project, presented the Leah 
Lowenstein Lecture titled, "Recent 
Advances and New Developments in 
the Treatment and Prevention of Breast 
Cancer." 
O n Friday evening, classes ranging 
from the class of 1947, celebrating their 
55th reunion, to the class o f 1997, mark-
ing their 5th reunion, gathered for a 
reception and dinner at The Westin 
Copley Place. Dean Aram Chobanian, 
M D , joined the class o f 1952 for their 
50th reunion celebration. B U S M stu-
dents Robert Najarian '05, Dorette 
Continued on page 27 
Rukiya Flagg and Sekai Flagg (from 
left), celebrate the impending grad-
uation ot Artemus Flagg, '02 at the 
Annual Meeting and Banquet. 
Alumni Association Executive Director Barry 
Manuel '58 (left) and Dean Aram Chobanian 
(right) congratulate Sarkis Kechejian '63 on 
receiving the Distinguished Alumnus Award 
for Service to the School. 
Joseph Steg '52 and Nicholas Giosa '52 
enjoy a chuckle as they locate themselves in 
their 25th reunion class picture. 
Phyllis Freed catches up with Robert 
Hamhiin '52, and Alan Weiner '52, 
classmates ot her late husband, Murray 
Freed '52. 
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John Kaufman '82 presents the S.A. Kaufman, 
MD, Memorial Lecture on interventional 
radiology during the scientific program. 
Kaufman is the son ot the late Seymour 
Kaufman '47 in whose memory the lecture 
is presented each year. 
At the closing ot the Annual Meeting and Banquet, Alumni Association President Rohert 
Witzhurg '77 congratulates incoming Alumni Association President, Marcia Herrmann '78 as 
she assumes the office tor the 2002-2003 year. 
Speaking tor the Class ot 2002 at the 
Annual Meeting and Banquet, Stephanie 
Omokaro expresses the excitement ot her 
classmates on the eve ot Commencement. 
From left are Gilbert Norwood, Arthur Kavanagh Jr. and Peter Fauci Jr., members 
ot the Class ot 1957 at their 45th reunion. 
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Noorhasan ’o2‘, and Graham Snyder ’o5
Were On hand to greet retummg alumni
and share their insight and perspectives
on student life at the School in 2,OO2,.
Saturday began with Duck Tburs of
Boston・ WWII amPhibious vehicles fer-
ried out-Oftown alumni on an adven_
ture through city streets, historic land-
marks and a boat dip in the Charles
River. Rain moved the barbecue fi.om
田bot Green to the Hiebert Lounge,
which was transformed into a festive
“outdoor’’party by spmg daisies and
red-and-White-Checkered table cIoths. A
Iocal bluegrass band picked tunes while
the guests enJOyed hamburgers, hot
dogs, and salads.
During lunch, Chobanian updated
alumni and guests on the School畠atest
developments. The class ofI952,
received special recognltlOn aS Alumni
Association President Robert Witzburg,
MD ’77, PreSented each member with a
COmmemOrative pewter plate marking
the occasion of their 50TH reunion.
Witzburg also presented flowers to
Phyllis Freed, Widow of the much-loved
Class member, Murray Freed, MD ,52,.
Followmg the barbecue, alumni
toured the School and campus. While
the recently improved campus land-
SCape drew many compliments, aS
always, it was the Anatomy Lab that
SParked the most curioslty The maJOr
improvements to the Alumni Medical
Library’mCluding the new technoIogy
centeI., Were Viewed, aS Well as the Evans
Biomedical Research Center, the latest
addition to the BioSquare development
PrOJeCt, and the Center for Advanced
Biomedical Research.
The weekend came to a festive cIose
With the I2‘7th Amual Meeting and
Banquet, also h ld at The W料tin
Copley Place. Alumnl, gueStS, faculty,
and staff mingled before entermg the
grand ballroom for an elegant dinner
and lively da cmg. Witzburg greeted
attendees and recognized special guests’
i cluding members of the class of 2,OO2
and their families, and presented the
2‘O02‘ Distinguished Alumni Awards (see
page 28)・
During the evenmg, Witzburg
amounc d the creation of the John E
O’Comor Family Scholarship Fund.
John O’Conn r, MD ’57, Who attended
the banquet with finily and classmates
Celebrating their 45th reunion, StePPed
down as associa e dean ofAdmissions
after twenty-One yearS Of service to the
School・ His classmates’finily, radioIogy
COlleagues, and fellow faculty members
established the scholarship in his honor.
Class of 2‘OO2‘ O飴cer Stephanie
Omoka o congratulated her fellow
classmates and thanked members of the
Alumni Association for their support
of BUSM Students. She also remarked
that the student experience at BU had
been rewarding and that it was invlgOr-
atmg tO be in an environment that was
“vibrant with intellect, COmPaSSion,
and research.’’
At the cIose of the o鮪cial meetmg,
Marcia Herrmann, MD ’78, WaS Wel-
COmed as the 2OO2-O3 PreSident ofthe
Alumni Association. She then presented
Witzburg with a symbolic captainも
chair in honor ofhis time and leader_
Ship as presid nt. The actual captaiI読
Chair with an engraved seal was deliv-
ered to Witzburgs new o鮪ce as he





For the first time in nearly 30 years, the Boston University 
School of Medicine's (BUSM) Distinguished Alumnus/Alumna 
Award was presented this spring to three physicians based at 
Boston University Medical Center. 
Originally established In 1954 to recognize the distinguished 
career of a graduate of the School, the award Is bestowed 
annually by the Alumni Association during Alumni weekend. 
David Center, 
MD '72 
The Gordon and Ruth Snider Professor 
of Pulmonary Medicine, research professor 
of biochemistry, chief of Pulmonary 
Medicine, and director of the Allergy, 
Asthma and Immunology Research Center 
at B U S M 
A n outstanding scientist, clinician, and 
teacher, Center has opened up impor-
tant new areas of intervention against 
certain diseases, including H i v infec-
tion and asthma. His work on the iden-
tihcation of interleukin i6 and its role 
in lymphocyte chemotaxis represents a 
major contribution in the understand-
ing of the basic immunology of T cells 
and has implications for the treatment 
of asthma, rheumatoid arthritis, auto-
immune diabetes, and hiv infection. 
The author and co-author of more 
than 125 publications, he is a member 
o f the American Society for Clinical 
Investigation, Association of American 
Physicians, American Association of 
Immunologists, American Thoracic 
Society, and the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science. He 
serves on the Board of Extramural 
Advisors for the National Heart, Lung 
and Blood Institute of the National 
Institutes of Health and is on the edito-
rial board of the American Journal of 
Respiratory Cell and Molecular Biology, 
the American Journal of Physiology: 
Lung, and Experimental Lung Research. 
Center completed his internship and 
residency at University Hospital (now 
B M C ) , and served as a clinical fellow in 
pulmonary medicine at Boston 
University Medical Center and as a 
research fellow in immunology at 
Harvard Medical School. 
The Thomas J. Ryan Professor of 
Medicine, professor of physiology and 
director of the Myocardial Biology Unit 
at B U S M 
A n expert in the pathophysiology and 
treatment o f heart failure. Coined 
established one o f the first cardiomy-
opathy programs in the United States at 
Brigham and Women's Hospital in 
Boston. 
He is the author o f more than 150 
peer-reviewed publications, as well as 
numerous reviews, chapters, and books. 
He has received the Clinician-Scientist 
and Established Investigator Awards of 
the American Heart Association and is 
a member of numerous organizations 
including the American Society of 
Clinical Investigation, the Association 
of University Cardiologists, the 
Association o f Professors of Cardiology, 
and the American College of 
Cardiology. He is chairman of the 
Research Committee o f the American 
Heart Association - New England 
Affiliate, a member o f the National 
Institutes of Health Ca}:dL\ov2LSCu\a.r 
Study Section, and is a founding mem-
ber of the Executive Council of the 
Heart Failure Society of America. 
Colucci competed his residency and 
served as chief resident in medicine at 
the former Peter Bent Brigham Hospital 
in Boston (now Bringham and Women's 
Hospital) as well as serving as a clinical 
and research fellow in cardiology there. 
28 B O S T O N U N I V E R S I T Y M E D I C I N E 
Richard Shemin, 
MD 74 
Distinguished Alumnus Award for 
Service to the School 
Sarkis Kechejian, MD '63 
Professor and chairman of the Depart-
ment of Cardiothoracic Surgery, vice 
chairman of the Division of Surgery 
^ / B U S M 
A founding member o f the hrst heart 
transplant team in Boston, Shemin is 
renowned for his development and 
implantation o f synthetic and human 
heart valves, t i e performed the hrst 
human aortic valve transplant wi th a 
cryopreserved valve in New England. 
Shemin's innovative and superb surgical 
ability prepared h im to be a leader in 
the area o f repair of valvular heart dis-
ease and minimally invasive technique 
to perform cardiac surgery, resulting in 
safer and less painful procedures. 
Fie was recruited to the School in 
1987 for the chairmanship of Cardio-
thoracic Surgery when he was only 36 
years old, the youngest person to be 
appointed to such a position nationally. 
Under his leadership, Boston Medical 
Center has become a center of excel-
lence for coronary bypass surgery and 
was one o f the hrst four hospitals desig-
nated as a Medicare Bypass Demonstra-
tion Site. 
Shemin has more than 170 publica-
tions in peer-reviewed journals and 25 
book chapters. He serves on the health 
policy committees of the Society o f 
Thoracic Surgeons and the American 
College of Cardiology. He became 
chairman of the Workforce Committee 
of the Society o f Thoracic Surgeons and 
the American Association o f Thoracic 
Surgeons. 
Shemin was trained in surgery at the 
Peter Bent Brigham Hospital and was a 
clinical associate in cardiac surgery at 
the National Heart, Lung and Blood 
Institute of the National Institutes of 
Health. He received his training in car-
diothoracic surgery at New York 
University Medical Center. 
President of K Clinics in Texas, chief exec-
utive officer and chairman of the board of 
Alliance Health Inc. and president of the 
Kechejian Foundation 
The B U S M Alumni Association present-
ed this new award for outstanding serv-
ice to the School for the hrst time this 
year. Kechejian has provided invaluable 
guidance and support for the School 
and its students. Recognizing the signif-
icant need for hnancial assistance to the 
students, he established the Kechejian 
Family Scholarship Fund at B U S M in 
2000. The charitable foundation he 
established provides support for educa-
tion and Armenian-related projects. 
A fellow of the American College of 
Cardiology, he served as director o f the 
Cardiac Catheterization Laboratory at 
Methodist Hospital in Dallas and was 
an assistant clinical professor o f cardiol-
ogy at Southwestern Medical School. 
He established a private practice in 
invasive cardiology, and in 1982, he 
opened the hrst K Clinic. I n 1988 he 
chose to devote himself full time to the 
administration o f the K Clinics. He is a 
member of the American Medical 
Association, the Texas Medical 
Association, and the Dallas County 
Medical Society. 
Kechejian completed his internship 
and residency at St. Luke's Hospital in 
New York and his cardiology fellowship 
at New York University Medical Center. 





Peter Deckers, M D '66, received the 
Boston University A lumni Award 
October 19, 2002, during Homecoming 
and Parents Weekend. 
Since its inception in 1946, the 
Boston University A l u m n i Awards have 
been the highest honor the Boston 
University Alumni bestows. Four to six 
individuals are awarded this honor each 
year. 
Deckers has been dean o f the 
University of Connecticut School o f 
Medicine since October 1995. In 
November 2000, he was named execu-
tive vice president for health affairs at 
the University of Connecticut Health 
Center. Deckers also continues as a 
practicing surgeon at the university's 
Cancer Center. He was named one of 
the leading U.S. cancer specialists in 
Town and Country in 1989 and by Good 
Housekeeping in 1992. 
While a student at B U S M , Deckers 
won the Pfizer Prize four years in a row. 
He interned at the former Boston City 
Hospital and completed his residency in 
general surgery and was a U.S. Public 
Health Service trainee in academic sur-
gery at the former University Hospital. 
Deckers began his career at B U S M , 
where he advanced to the position of 
professor and vice chairman for Surgical 
Education. He received the University 
Medical Center Hospital Outstanding 
Physician Award in 1980 and B U S M ' S 
Distinguished Alumnus Award in 1996. 
Deckers served as the president of 
B U S M ' S A lumni Association and a 
member of the School's National 
Sesquicentennial Committee. 
Over the years, Deckers has served in 
several leadership roles nationally, and 
has published nearly 200 papers. 
Ann Cea, M D '67, was elected president 
of the Medical Society of the State o f 
New York ( M S S N Y ) in Apri l . She is the 
hrst female president in the 196-year 
history of the medical society, which 
represents 27,000 physicians, residents, 
and students throughout the state. 
Vice chair of B U S M ' S Board of 
Visitors, Cea is a radiologist who prac-
tices in Rye Brook, N.Y. She is a recog-
nized expert in mammography and 
other diagnostic procedures, having 
earned board certification in diagnostic 
and radiation oncology, as well as 
nuclear medicine. 
Cea was M S S N Y ' S president-elect this 
past year, vice president the previous 
year, and has also been a member of its 
cancer committee, as well as a member 
or chair of several legislative and 
administrative committees. O n the 
national level, Cea serves as vice chair 
of a committee that represents the A M A 
at the Centers for the Medicare and 
Medicaid Services. 
John Howe I I I , M D '69, was appointed 
president and C E O o f Project H O P E , an 
organization dedicated to improving 
the health standards o f communities 
around the world, on Apri l 30, 2001. 
"Project H O P E is a household name 
for generations o f Americans.. .and 
rightly so. Its traditions o f helping peo-
ple to help themselves still ring true 
today," says Howe. " I t is indeed an 
honor to jo in in this new era of great-
ness for H O P E and its beneficiaries 
across the world . " Project H O P E is an 
independent, international non-proht 
founded in 1958. I t has five national 
affiliates and thirty-one program offices 
worldwide. The organization empha-
sizes the training and education of 
providers at all levels and humanitarian 
assistance to those in need, wi th the 
primary goal of achieving sustainable 
improvements in the health standards 
of communities around the world. 
Through its Center for Health Affairs, 
H O P E conducts health policy research 
in the United States. 
Howe served for fifteen years as the 
president of the University of Texas 
Health Science Center in San Antonio, 
where he provided leadership to the 
university's medical school, dental 
school, nursing school, graduate school 
of biomedical sciences, school of allied 
health sciences, and doctor of pharmacy 
program. 
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Robert Feldman 
The American Parkinson's Disease 
Association ( A P D A ) honored Robert 
Feldman, M D , as the 2002 recipient of 
the Fred Springer Award for his many 
signihcant contributions to clinical and 
basic research for advancing the under-
standing and treatment of Parkinson's 
disease. This tribute was presented to 
Feldman at the 54th Annual Meeting of 
the American Academy of Neurology. 
Chairman emeritus of the Depar-
tment o f Neurology, Feldman is profes-
sor o f neurology and pharmacology at 
Boston University School of Medicine 
( B U S M ) and professor of environmental 
health at Boston University School of 
Public Health. 
In presenting the Springer Award, 
Fred Wooten, M D , chairman of A P D A ' S 
Scientific Advisory Board cited 
Feld man's innovative clinical care 
programs, as well as his research activi-
ties in drug trials and the study of 
environmental and genetic factors in 
the etiology o f Parkinson's disease. 
Haralambos Gavras 
Haralambos Gavras, M D , professor of 
medicine at B U S M , was installed as 
president o f the American Society of 
Hypertension, Inc. ( A S H ) at the soci-
ety's 17th annual scientific meeting. 
Gavras is also the director of a 
National Institutes of Health-supported 
Specialized Center o f Research in the 
Molecular Genetics of Hypertension, 
and was a pioneer in the research o f the 
renin-angiotensin system. He was the 
first to introduce A C E inhibit ion and 
angiotensin 11 blockade for the treat-
ment of patients with hypertension, 
congestive heart failure, or both. 
Gavras has been on the faculty o f 
B U S M since 1975 and is the author of 
more than 585 publications. 
Conan Kornetsky 
Conan Kornetsky, P H D , professor of 
psychiatry, pharmacology and experi-
mental therapeutics at B U S M , received 
the 2002 Mentorship Award from the 
College on Problems o f Drug Depend-
ence. Kornetsky, a B U S M faculty 
member for forty-three years, was hon-
ored at the college's annual meeting 
held in Quebec City. 
The award is given to an exemplary 
mentor for developing researchers in 
the held of drug dependence. Twenty-
three students have received P H D or 
M D / P H D degrees under Kornetsky in a 
range of disciplines, including pharma-
cology, anatomy, psychology, and 
behavioral neuroscience. 
Kyriakos Kypreos 
Kyriakos Kypreos, P H D '98, instructor 
of medicine in the Molecular Genetics 
Section of B U S M ' S Whitaker 
Cardiovascular Institute, won first place 
in the American Heart Association's 
Irvine H . Page Arteriosclerosis Research 
Awards for the Young. The award was 
presented at the annual Arteriosclerosis, 
Thrombosis and Vascular Biology 
conference. 
Offered annually, the Page award is 
considered the most prestigious award 
in the field of arteriosclerosis. Its intent 
is to encourage young investigators to 
continue careers in arteriosclerosis 
research and recognize talented investi-
gators at an early stage o f their career. 
Kypreos was chosen for his work on 
gene therapy of Type 111 hyperlipopro-
teinemia. 
M. Stuart Strong and 
Charles Vaughn 
BUSM'S Department of Otolaryngology -
Head and Neck Surgery celebrated the 
accomplishments of its founders and 
pioneers at its annual A l u m n i Day 
Scientihc Program, held this summer in 
the Bakst Auditor ium. 
M . Stuart Strong, M D , the depart-
ment's first chairman (1958-1985), and 
Charles Vaughan, M D , the first resident 
to complete residency training in oto-
laryngology (1957-1960) at the former 
University Hospital/Boston City 
Hospital, were honored for their many 
years of dedicated teaching and contri-
butions to the department. 
Otolaryngologists who had been resi-
dents or fellows working w i t h Strong 
and Vaughan came from all parts o f the 
country to give scientihc presentations 
and honor these two academic oto-
laryngologists who worked together to 
build the Department o f Otolaryngol-
ogy at B U S M . 
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Peter O'Connor, PhD, research assistant professor of biochemistry, Catherine Costelio 
and Richard Cohen will develop new technologies to study how proteins are involved 
in cardiovascular disease at BUSM's new Cardiovascular Proteomics Center. 
NIH awards $12 million to BUSM 
for new proteomics center 
The National Heart, Lung and Blood 
Institute ( N H L B I ) has awarded Boston 
University School of Medicine ( B U S M ) 
a $12 mil l ion, seven-year contract to 
create a Cardiovascular Proteomics 
Center that could yield new diagnostic 
tests, medications, and other treatments 
for illnesses such as heart disease, arte-
riosclerosis, and sickle cell anemia. 
"Unraveling the complex functions of 
proteins offers the greatest promise for 
improving the lives o f countless num-
bers of people," says Dean Aram 
Chobanian. "The characterizing of the 
genome in the past decade has provided 
us with new tools to explore human 
biology. However, understanding the 
intricacies of body functions and dis-
ease processes wi l l ultimately depend on 
in-depth knowledge o f proteins, most 
of which are poorly characterized, and 
interact in a complex manner to control 
cellular activity. The Cardiovascular 
Proteomics Center wi l l build on 
B U S M ' S existing facilities and ongoing 
research to help make that promise a 
reality." 
Proteins serve as biological signals 
within cells. Proteomics seeks to cata-
logue proteins and determine their lev-
els, activities, and how they are regulat-
ed, as well as how they respond to dis-
ease, drugs, or D N A alteration. A mul t i -
disciplinary center funded by N H L B I -
part of the National Institutes of Health 
- the B U S M Proteomics Center has two 
missions. Spearheading the hrst is Co-
principal Investigator Catherine 
Costelio, P H D , research professor o f 
biochemistry at B U S M , and director of 
Mass Spectrometry Resources at Boston 
Medical Center. Her goal is to develop 
new technologies that wi l l accelerate 
proteomics research. A key partner in 
this effort is the Waltham, Mass.-based 
company Beyond Genomics, which 
wi l l provide major expertise in the pro-
teomics field. 
Leading the center's second mission is 
Co-principal Investigator Richard 
Cohen, M D , Jay and Louise Coffman 
Professor of Vascular Medicine, and 
director of the Vascular Biology Unit at 
B U S M . He w i l l oversee twelve existing 
biological studies that wi l l incorporate 
proteomic techniques to better under-
stand the cardiovascular damage that 
occurs when proteins are oxidized by 
free radicals. The studies wi l l use pro-
teomics to build on the insights into 
cellular metabolism gained by 
genomics. By revealing the specific 
combination of proteins, or "biosigna-
ture," associated with different diseases, 
such studies could produce new screen-
ing tests, targets for drug development, 
and improved treatment. 
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Kechejian doubies schoiarship
Sarkis Kechejian, MD ’63, has doubled
The Kechejian Family Scholarship with
a pledge of an additional $I million.
This philanthropISt eStablished the
SCholarship honomg his finily three
years ago with an initial gift of$I mil-
1ion・ Kechejians g誼was inspired by his
memory ofhow hard he and his finily
WOrked to achieve the highest levels
POSSible in their chosen fields and how
much the Schoolis丘nancial aid meant
to him and his finily. Having met
SOme Ofthe recIPlentS Ofthe Kechejian
SCholarships, he has commented upon
the joy he feels in helping these bright
young professionals and seemg JuSt how
much these scholarships mean.
Grunebaum Foundation establishes
CanCer reSea「Ch p「ofessorship
The trustees of the Karin Grunebaum
Cancer Research Foundation con_
tributed $2, million to endow the
Grunebaum Professorship in Cancer
Research at BUSM. The foundation has
been supportmg fdlowships at the
SchooI since I958. A total of $246,OOO
in stlPends was awarded to support stu-
dents invoIved in cancer research. Fritz
Grunebaum, Who died in I992, WaS a
friend of BUSM and established the
foundation in memory ofhis first wife,
Karin, Who died ofcancer in I958, 1eav-
mg behind her husband and a young
亀mily, mCluding a 3-mOnth-Old infint.
In acknowledging the g誼, Dean
Aram ChobaniaェしSaid to the chairman
of the Grunebaum Board of廿ustees,
“Ybur past commitment to supportmg
fdlowships and your ongomg Partner-
Ship through this professorship enable
us to conduct the kind of excellent
research that produces important
advances in the丘eld. Wこare very
Pleased by your vote of con丘dence in
Our gOOd work, and your continumg
invoIvement in it. I like to think that
Fritz Grunebaum would have heartily
endorsed your recent gift as a fitting
testament to his finilyもcommitment
to overcommg CanCer and the sorrow it
Visits on those affected by it.’’
RippeI Foundation awa「ds g「ant to
Depar[ment of Su「gery
The F nie E. RIppel Foundation has
awarded a grant of$32,O,OOO tO under-
Writ  and establish the Department of
SurgeryもMolecular Diagnostic
Research Laboratory, directed by Peter
Thomas, PHD. The foundation based
the award on its interest in translational
research and commitment to support-
mg CanCer Studies. Thomas’team of
researchers will work collaboratively
with department surgeons to obtain
and analyze tissue from gastrointestinal
CanCer Patients, uSmg neW equlPment
PurChased with the grant. Using
Patients’own DNA as a roadmap to
indicate the likelihood of recurrence or
SurVival, the researchers hope to identfty
those who need immediate and aggres-
Sive treatment・ While this type of
research is rarely conducted elsewhere,
the grant, COuPled with an unusual
PartnerShip of cancer surgeons and lab-
OratOry SCientists, makes it possible at
BUSM. Eventually, areaS Ofstudy are
expected to include breast and lung
CanCerS.
N!DA grants $1置6 m冊on
to fi ht d「ug addiction
A $I.6 million, five-year grant from the
National Institute of Drug Addiction
(NIDA) has funded the creation of an
interdisciplinary program linking
Boston Universlty SChooIs of Medicine,
Public Health, and Social Wbrk. The
Clinical Addiction Research and
Education program (CARE) aims to
reduce drug abuse by teaching hospital-
based physicians how to care for sub-
StanCe abusers’trainmg Physicians as
drug abuse specialists, and guiding
COmmunlty-based organizations in fol-
lowmg N I DA-reCOmmended treat-
“Wちwant to develop cIoser links
between the hospital, the Universlty,
and communlty treatment agenCies:’
SayS Jefferey Samet, MD, MPH, PrO玩-
SOr Ofmedicine and public health at
BUSM. “Wちhope that, by engagmg
Physici  in conductmg reSearCh and
addressmg the clinical needs of drug-
abusing patients, We Can reduce drug
abuse. ’’
CAREもChief Resident Immersion
Ti ining (cRIT) program graduated its
丘rst class this sprmg. The NIDA grant
Paid for twenty chief residents from
across the country to stay at the Ocean
Edge Reso t May I5-I8 in Brewster,
Mass. During the program, family and
emerge cy medicine chief residents
leamed fr m substance-abuse specialists
how to diagnQSe and manage substance
abuse disorders. They also leamed
effective teaching skills enabling them
to pass their new knowledge on to resi-
dents, intems, and students. Subjects
include interviewmg Patients with
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addictions, neurobiology of addiction, 
and relapse prevention. 
The grant also funds the C A R E pro-
gram's fellowship in Addiction 
Medicine at the School of Public 
Health. It allows one fellow each year to 
develop advanced research skills in sub-
stance abuse, receive career mentoring, 
and earn a master of public health 
degree. 
NIEHS gives $3.2 million grant for 
Parkinson's disease research 
Robert Feldman, M D , chairman emeri-
tus of the Department of Neurology 
and professor of neurology and phar-
macology at B U S M , and professor o f 
environmental health at Boston 
University School of Public Health, 
along with Howard H u , M D , P H D , 
M P H , of Brigham and Women's 
Hospital, wi l l lead a collaborative study 
of gene-metal interactions in 
Parkinson's disease. The five-year, $3.2 
million grant from the National 
Institute for Environmental Health 
Sciences ( N I E H S ) wi l l examine the role 
of genetic and environmental factors -
including exposure to lead - in 
Parkinson's disease. Feldman is the 
director of the American Parkinson's 
Disease Association's Center for 
Advanced Research at B U S M and the 
author of the book Occupational and 
Environmental Neurotoxicology. 
Brother creates Dooling 
scholarship 
The Elizabeth Dooling, M D , Scholar-
ship has been established by her broth-
er, Paul, in honor of the pediatric 
neurologist and 1965 graduate of the 
School. Elizabeth Dooling is a respect-
ed alumna who served as president of 
the Alumni Association and member of 
the Board o f Visitors. She informed her 
brother of the need for scholarships at 
B U S M and he decided to establish this 
scholarship wi th a $230,000 gift to help 
students and to honor his sister. 
Brockman establishes 
scholarship 
Stanley Brockman, M D '55, a cardiovas-
cular and cardiothoracic surgeon in the 
Philadelphia area and the first to install 
an artificial heart valve in a hemophiliac 
patient, has established the Stanley K. 
Brockman Scholarship for B U S M 
students. His contributions, totaling 
$100,000, offer scholarship assistance to 
reduce students' financial debt and to 
increase their flexibility in the choice of 
their future area of practice. 




The School of Medicine lost a devoted 
friend Dec. 14, 2001 with the death of 
retired registrar Dorothy (Campbell) 
Keefer o f Brookline, Mass. She was 74. 
An alumna of Boston University, 
Mrs. Keefer began her 47-year career at 
B U S M when she started as a secretary in 
the Ffome Medical Service in 1946, a 
position she held unti l 1964. After mov-
ing to positions in the Dean's Office, 
she assumed the responsibilities of regis-
trar in 1970, and remained in that posi-
tion unti l she retired in 1993. It is esti-
mated that well over 3,000 students 
(about 60 percent of all living alumni) 
passed through her office. Many of 
them received her counsel on schedul-
ing, course selection, and transcripts. 
Those who worked with Mrs. Keefer 
recall a woman of warmth and grace 
who worked tirelessly for the University 
and its students. 
At her retirement celebration in 1993, 
B U S M Dean Aram Chobanian praised 
the special dignity that she possessed 
and reflected on her dedication, loyalty, 
and competence in the many roles she 
fulfilled at the School. "Few individuals 
in the School's history have devoted as 
much time and energy to as many stu-
dents over such a long span of time," he 
said. 
The wife o f one o f the School's most 
distinguished leaders, Chester S. Keefer, 
M D , chief of medicine (1940-1959) and 
dean (1955-72), she established the 
Keefer Scholarship Fund in 1985. She 
was also a corporator and trustee of 
University ffospital, a corporator of 
ITospitals Laundry, Inc., and a former 
president of the B U Women's Guild. 
She leaves her stepdaughter, Ishbel 
Lyle of North Carolina; two sisters, 
Irene E. Beach o f Watertown and 
Mildred A. Campbell o f Brookline; a 
brother, Roderick J. Campbell of 
Westwood; and many nieces and 
nephews. 
Edward L. Spatz, 
MD 
Former chairman of 
Neurosurgery 
Edward L. Spatz, M D , B U S M profes-
sor and chairman of Neurosurgery, and 
chief of Neurosurgery at Boston 
Medical Center ( B M C ) on Aug. 31, 
2002 at the age of 74. ITe served the 
medical center for more than four 
decades wi th distinction and dedica-
tion. 
"Dr. Spatz was one of B U S M and 
B M C ' s most distinguished professors 
and physicians and his loss leaves us all 
wi th a void that extends well beyond 
his academic, clinical, and administra-
tive achievements," said Dean Aram 
Chobanian. "As a clinician, his vision 
and outstanding contributions touched 
the lives of many patients. As a chair-
man, professor and mentor, he helped 
develop the careers of countless stu-
dents and physicians. Dr. Spatz's legacy 
wi l l remain a driving force at B U S M 
and B M C . " 
In his decades of devoted service to 
Boston University Medical Center, Dr. 
Spatz affected patients, students, and 
hospital staff. He established the 
Department of Neurosurgery at B U S M 
and nurtured it to become one o f the 
most highly respected in the country. 
Those who worked wi th Dr. Spatz 
knew him as a compassionate and k ind 
man, and an oustanding neurosurgeon. 
By his kindness, his gift as a skilled 
neurosurgeon and teacher, and his sup-
port of research, he helped many people 
go on to lead normal lives. He was an 
honest and gentle person who treated 
everyone with the same kindness, 
respect and dignity. He was a good role 
model, who taught not by mere words 
alone, but by example. 
Dr. Spatz earned his medical degree 
in 1951 at the University of Pittsburgh, 
and completed his residency in neuro-
logical surgery at Boston City Hospital 
( B C H ) in 1954. He joined the faculty o f 
B U S M in 1967 as chairman and also 
held the dual roles o f chief o f 
Neurosurgery at B C H and University 
Hospital (now B M C ) . He also served as 
interim chairman of the Division of 
Surgery at B U S M , interim director of 
Surgery at B C H , and interim surgeon-
in-chief at University Hospital for six 
years, beginning in 1988. He served as 
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professor and chairman of Neuro-
surgery at B U S M for more than 20 
years. 
He is survived by his wife, Carole 
Spatz, of Swampscott, Mass.; two 
daughters: Donna, of Swampscott, 
Mass. and Nancy, of Bedford, Mass.; 
three grandchildren; and several nieces 
and nephews. 
The Department of Neurosurgery has 
established an endowed memorial fund 
in his honor. The Edward E. Spatz, 
M D , Award for Excellence in Neuro-
surgery wi l l be awarded to a fourth-year 
medical student who excelled in 
Neurosurgery and exemplified the 
characteristics of Dr. Spatz. 
LaszIo N. Tauber, 
Major contributor 
to BUSM 
Laszio N. Tauber, M D , a member of the 
B U S M Board of Visitors, of Potomac, 
M d . , on July 28, 2002 at the age of 87. 
He was a major contributor to scholar-
ships at B U and other institutions. 
He was a Hungarian-born surgeon 
who saved other Jews in the Budapest 
ghetto during World War IE A highly 
successful real estate entrepreneur in 
Washington, D . C , he became a major 
philanthropist. As of three years ago, he 
had donated $25 mil l ion to medical-
and Holocaust-related causes. 
Dr. Tauber earned his M D from the 
University of Budapest in 1938. During 
the war, his brother Imre died in a 
Russian forced-labor camp, but the lack 
of doctors in wartime Hungary helped 
prevent Dr. Tauber from suffering the 
same fate. Witnesses later said Dr. 
Tauber worked day and night and went 
for long periods without eating or 
sleeping. When he did sleep, it was on 
a concrete floor and without blankets. 
The patients, he said, needed them 
more than he did. 
Dr. Tauber was honored as an unsung 
hero of the Holocaust when he received 
the Red Cross' highest award, the 
Medal of Merit , in 1995. 
After the war, Dr. Tauber obtained a 
fellowship to study neurosurgery in 
Sweden. In 1947, he and his first wife 
immigrated to the United States, where 
he obtained a teaching fellowship in 
neurosurgery at George Washington 
University. 
He is survived by his wife, Diane; a 
son, Alfred, professor of medicine at 
BUSM and director of the Department 
of Philosophy at Bu's College of Arts 
and Sciences; a daughter, Ingrid, of San 
Francisco; a stepdaughter, Rachael, 
also of San Francisco; and four grand-
children. 
Lester F. Williams Jr., M D '56, of 
Nashville, on March 4, 2002, at the age 
of 71. A specialist in the treatment of 
trauma and gastrointestinal problems, 
he was a professor of surgery at 
Vanderbilt University School of 
Medicine and chief of Surgery at St. 
Thomas Hospital in Nashville. 
Dr. Williams completed an intern-
ship, residency, and flight surgeon 
training in the U.S. Air Force. He was 
residency program director at B U S M 
from 1969-1975 and chairman of 
Surgery at B U S M and director of 
Surgical Services at University Hospital 
from 1977-1984. After relocating to 
Nashville, he was chief o f Surgery at the 
Nashville Veterans Administration 
Medical Center from 1985-1989. 
He is survived by his wife, Sara Jayne 
Williams of Nashville. 
Harold Goodglass, P H D , retired 
B U S M professor of neurology, of 
Newton, Mass., on March 18, 2002, at 
the age of 82. Dr. Goodglass was the 
director o f the B U S M Aphasia Research 
Center from 1969-1996. 
Regarded as one of the forefathers of 
aphasia research. Dr. Goodglass devel-
oped a special interest in aphasia early 
in his career and authored hundreds of 
articles and several texts on the subject, 
including Psycholinguistics and Aphasia 
(with Sheila Blumstein) and The 
Assessment of Aphasia and Related 
Disorders. He received numerous 
awards, including the Distinguished 
Career Award from the American 
Speech and Hearing Association and 
the 1997 Gold Medal Award for 
Contributions to the Application of 
Psychology from the American 
Psychological Foundation. In 1996, 
B U S M renamed the Apbasia Research 
Center in his honor for his many years 
of dedication to teaching and research. 
He is survived by his wife. Dr. Helen 
Denison, of Newton; his daughter, 
Caroline, of California; his son Larry, 
of Maine; and his grandchildren. 
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James Ca巾e「 Skinne「, MD, BUSM
PrOfessor emeritus of psychiatry, Of
Concord, Mass., On Jan. 6, 2,OO2, at the
age of8〇・
Dr・ Skinner was among the first
residents on Massachusetts Memorial
Hospitals’Robinson 3, One Ofthe
earliest open mPatient psychiatric
units in a general hospital in the
COuntry. After graduatmg m I952,, he
remained on the attending sta任until
I975. He was promoted to BUSM PrO-
fessor of psychiatry m I969 and became
emeritus in I994. Throughout his
Career, he was particularly active teach-
mg reSidents in the BU Psychiatry
Program, aS Well as teaching psycho-
analysis at the Boston Psychoanalytic
Society and Institute.
As one ofthe most respected and
Senior members of the Department of
Psychiatry, he provided support and
guidance to the leadership of the
department during tumultuous years.
He provided sought-after supervision to
the residents of the BU PrOgram, as Well
as psychiatric leadership to the
Danielson Institute on the Charles
River campus of BU until I998 and
OutPatient services in the South End
Community Healch Center, located in
the SoIomon Carter Fuller Mental
Health Center until I999. Everywhere
he served, Dr. Skinner was noted not
Only for his clinical skills, but also
the consistent respect and dignity he
brought to the care of each ofhis
Patients.
He is survived by his wife, Adele
Skimer; three children; and four
grandchildren.
Alumni
James S, K vanah, MD ’38, OfJamaica
Plain, Mass., On May 2‘2‘, 2,O02,, at the
age o 9O. An obstetrician, he served on
the staffat Boston City Hospital, St.
Elizabe hi Hospital, and St. Margaretも
Hospital・
In addition, Dr. Kavanah was a facul-
ty ember at BUSM and Thfts Univer-
Sity SchooI ofMedicine. During more
than 45 yearS Ofactive practice, Dr.
Kavanah gave prenatal and obstetrical
care to thousands ofmothers and their
babies.
During Wbrld VAr II, Dr. Kavanah
SerVed in t e U.S. Army Air Corps,
eventua11y a taimng the rank of lieu-
tenant coIonel. By the end ofthe war,
Dr. Kavan h was servmg aS flight sur-
geon in an element of the Eighth Air
Force that was stagmg for the plamed
allied invasion of the Japanese Home
Is ands.
Predeceased by his wife, Ttresa W
(Winn) Kavanah, he is survived by two
SOnS; tWO daughters, One Ofwhom is
Dr. Maureen Kavanah, aSSOCiate prof義-
SOr Ofsurgery at BUSM; and丘ve grand-
children.
Do「othy Spe巾ing Ande「son, MD 4O,
OfAubum, Maine, On April I7, 2,OO2,,
at the age of 87・ An anesthesioIoglSt,
She served at St. MaryもRegional
Medical Center, Central Maine Medical
C nter, and Franklin Memorial
Hospital・
Dr. An rson was a member ofthe
American, Maine, Massachusetts,
and Androscoggin County Medical
aSSOClatlOnS.
Predeceased by her husband, Donald
L. Anderson, MD ’4O, She is survived by
three daughters, three sons, and two
grandchildren ・
Ma鵬n L。 ○○B「ad" BI‘adfo「d, MD ,42‘,
ofEast Sandwich and Tiuro, Mass., On
May I7, 2‘OO2‘, at the age of86・ A gener-
al surgeon, he practiced for more than
4O yearS, SerVmg at University Hospital
(now BMC), New England Baptist
Hospital, and at Norwood Hospital
from I95O until his retirement in I985.
A  Norwoo Hospital he also served as
Chief of Surgery for eight years.
Du ing Wbrld War II he served as an
Army surgeon at Fitzsimmons General
Hospital in Denver.
He was a member of the American
Medical Association, American College
Of Surgeons, New England Surgical
Society, and Boston Surgical Society.
He is survived by his wife, Alice
(Thomsen) Bradford; four daughters;
his son; his brother; his sister; I2 grand-
Children; and three great-grandchildren・
丁heodo「e T Ambadgis, MD ’43-B, Of
New Bedford, Mass., On Apri1 3, 2‘OO2‘,
at the age of 84・ A well-known psychia-
trist, he maintained a prlVate medical
PraCtice in New Bedford until his retire-
ment in I996.
He erved in the Amy during Wもrld
Wir II as a captain in the Medical
Stagmg S rvice and was a recIPlent Of
th  Meritorious Service Unit Award and
the Wbrld War II Victory Medal.
H  was a member of the American
Medical Association and the
Massachusetts Medical Society.
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He was predeceased by his wives, 
Rita (Tremblay) Amhadgis and 
Bernadette (Belliveau) Amhadgis; and 
is survived by two sons, his daughter, 
and two grandsons. 
Ralph J. Palermo, M D '48, of North 
Andover, Mass., on Apri l i , 2002, at the 
age of 77. A general surgeon, he prac-
ticed at Holy Family Hospital, where 
he served as chief o f surgery, and at 
Lawrence General Hospital. He retired 
from private ptactice in 1994, but con-
tinued to assist wi th sutgery unti l 
tecently. 
Dating Wot ld War I I , he served in 
the Army infantry, and during the 
Korean War, he was a major in the Air 
Force Surgical Corps. 
He was a fellow of the American 
College of Surgeons. 
He is survived by his wife, Josephine 
(Parolisi) Palermo; his son; five daugh-
ters; a brother; three sisters; seven 
grandchildren; and several nieces and 
nephews. 
Harold S. Feldman, M D '49, o f 
Longboat Key, Fla. and Barnegar Ligbr, 
N.J., on May 15, 2002. A psycbiatrist 
and pbarmacologist, be served as clini-
cal professor in tbe Department of 
Psycbiarry at tbe New Jersey Scbool of 
Medicine and Dentistry, as professor 
of pbarmacology at B U S M , and as a 
professor of pbarmacology at Massa-
cbuserrs College of Pharmacy. As a 
consultant to rhe pharmaceutical indus-
try and international expert in forensic 
psychiatry, he testified in rhe courts and 
actively engaged in rhe development of 
new psychotropic drugs. 
He served in rhe U.S. Navy as a cap-
tain during rhe Korean War. 
Dr. Feldman was a past president of 
rhe Begg Society at B U S M and past 
president o f rhe Phi Delta Epsilon med-
ical fraternity ar B U S M . He was a life 
fellow of rhe American Psychiatric 
Association, and a member of rhe New 
Jersey Psychiatric Association, and rhe 
Association for rhe Advancement of 
Clinical Chemotherapy. 
He is survived by his wife, Judith 
Nelson Feldman; his three sons, David 
( B U S M '72), an orthopedic surgeon, 
Edward ( B U S M '75), a retina surgeon, 
and Robert ( B U S M '82), an ophthal-
mologist; and his daughter, Carol 
Feldman Bass, a graduate of B U School 
of Law. He is also survived by eight 
grandchildren. 
Albert J. Plummer, M D , P H D '49, of 
Morrisrown, N.J. on June 14, 2002, ar 
rhe age of 94. Executive director of bio-
logical research at Ciba-Geigy 
Pharmaceutical for 26 years, his 
research focused on antihypertensive 
agents and psychopharmacological 
drugs. After his retirement in 1975, he 
remained a consultant to Ciba-Geigy 
for many years. He received his bache-
lor's degree in biology from Bosron 
University in 1929 and his doctorate in 
biochemistry from B U in 1935. 
He received rhe B U S M Centennial 
Award for Distinguished Alumni in 
1973 and rhe Bosron University College 
of Liberal Arts Collegium of 
Distinguished Alumni in 1974. 
He was a fellow of rhe American 
Heart Association, and a member of rhe 
American College of Neuropsycho-
pharmacology, rhe American Society for 
Pharmacology and Experimental 
Therapeutics, rhe American Chemical 
Society-Medicinal Chemistry Section, 
rhe Society of Toxicology, rhe American 
College of Clinical Pharmacology and 
Chemotherapy, rhe Council on High 
Blood Pressure of rhe American Heart 
Association, and rhe New York 
Academy of Science. 
He was predeceased by his wife, Mary; 
and his son, Albert. He is survived by 
his daughter and two grandsons. 
Michael Rohman, M D '50, of White 
Plains, N . Y , on July 12, 2002, at rhe 
age o f 77. A general, thoracic, trauma 
and critical care surgeon, he served at 
Jacobi Medical Center and North 
Central Bronx Hospital. A professor of 
surgery ar New York Medical College, 
he also served as director of Surgery ar 
Westcbester Medical Center, and as 
chief of both Cardiothoracic Surgery 
and the Trauma Service at Lincoln 
Medical and Mental Health Center. 
Dr. Robman served in the Army dur-
ing World War 11. 
He was a member o f the board of 
directors and president of the American 
Heart Association, New York State 
Affiliate and Wesrcbesrer/Purnam 
Chapter; rhe board of directors and 
chairman of rhe Research Committee of 
rhe Westchester County Medical 
Society and Academy of Medicine; and 
president of rhe American College of 
Surgeons, Westchester Chapter. 
He is survived by his wife, Joelyn Iser 
Rohman; two daughters; and four 
grandchildren. 
38 B O S T O N U N I V E R S I T Y M E D I C I N E 
John H。 Lew雪s, MD ’53, OfSandwich,
Mass., On Feb. 2, 2‘OO2’’at the age of78.
A general practitioner, he served as
Sandwich schooI physician, lecturer at
the Bamstable Police Academy and
associate medical examiner for Bam_
Stable County for I4 yearS. In I979, the
John H. Lewis Medical Center was
built in Sandwich.
Dr. Lewis served as a combat bomber
Pilot in Wもrld Wなr II. He obtained his
WmgS in March I944 in Fort Sumner,
N・M・, and in I946 was discharged as a
lst Lt. in the ArmyAir Corps.
He was a delegate on the Bamstable
County Medical Society Board. He was
elected as the representative from the
Bamstable County Medical Society to
the Massachusetts Medical Society m
Boston.
He is survived by his丘ancde, Elaine
Pyne; tWO SOnS; three daughters; and
ten grandchildren.
Dona音d A。 De⊂OSta, MD ’58, Of
Aubum, Maine’On April 2‘5’2’OO2’’at
the age of 69. A family practitioner’he
and his partner, Dr. E. Stanley Ybung’
established the Poland Communlty
Health Center, Which later moved to
Aubum.
He served in the Public Health
Service for two years in Laredo, TExas
and held the rank ofcaptain in the U.S.
Coast Guard. He was a member ofthe
American Association of Family
Practitioners, the American Medical
Association, aS Well as the Maine and
Androscoggin County Medical
Associations.
Predeceased by his wife, Priscilla
(Rand), and daughter, Cynthia, he is
SurVived by two daughters, four sons,
three brothers’his sister, SeVen grand-
Children, tWO great-grandchildren, and
a y nieces and nephews.
K盲mba!一」ohnson, MD ’73, Of
Lewisville, N.C., On March 8, 2,OO2, in
Antigua, Wtst Indies. An emergency
medicine specialist, he served on the
Staff of Forsyth Memorial Hospital in
W nston-Salem, N.C.
He wa  a member of the American
College of Emergency Physicians.
He is survived by his wife, Mershon
Beach; tWO daughters; his mother; tWO
Sib ings; and extended family and
friends.
Christopher G“ Gapos⊂hkin, MD,
PHD ’94, OfLexington, Mass., On July
23, 2,OO2’, at the age of4O・ A neurosur-
geon, he was an assistant professor of
neurosurgery at the Universlty Of
Kentucky.
An MD/pHD in physioIogy graduate,
he won a n mber ofhonors, including
the prestlglOuS, national “Most
Ou standing Medical Student Award’’
granted by the National Institutes of
Health・ He co叩pleted an intemship in
Surgery at Boston City Hospital and
graduated from residency trainmg m
neurosurgery at Comell UniversltyS
New lbrk Hospita工Where he was chief
resident from I998-I999. In I999-2,OOO,
he was  fellow at the Universlty Of
FIorida in Gainesville, Where he trained
in vascular neurosurgery.
He is survived by his wife, Lisa
(BUSM ’92‘); ParentS, Edward and
Anne; brother, Daniel (BUSM ’oI);
Sist r, Cecilia; and matemal grand-
mother Marguerite Myers.
In his memory, his family has estab-
1ished an award at BtJSM for medical
Students who excel in the qualities that




President Jon Westling announced his 
resignation as Bosron University's 
eighth president on July 9, citing his 
desire to return ro rhe classroom and 
rhe need for a president who can make 
a long-term commitment ro implement 
rhe University's strategic plan. 
In his resignation letter, he wrote, " I t 
has long been my hope to again spend a 
portion of my career in rhe classroom 
and in rbe library. That was why I 
entered academic life in rbe first place, 
and it is what I bad intended ro do 
when I — temporarily, as I then rboughr 
- joined Bosron University's administra-
tive staff 28 years ago." 
Richard DeWolfe, chairman of rbe 
Board of Trustees of Bosron University, 
stated, "We have accepted Jon's resigna-
tion with regret. O n behalf of rbe 
Board of Trustees, I would like to 
express our gratitude for Jon's extraordi-
nary service to Bosron University." He 
continued, "As President Westling pre-
pares to leave his position, rbe 
University's financial position is strong, 
our researchers are first-rank, our stu-
dents are better prepared, and rbe 
University's commitment ro rbe com-
munity is unwavering. This year, rbe 
University wi l l bring in more than $90 
million in pbilanrbropic support — 
almost tripling rbe amount we raised at 
rbe rime of Jon's appointment in 1996. 
Research grants and contracts wi l l 
exceed $250 mil l ion this year, up nearly 
70 percent from 1996. Our student 
applicant pool is up more than 15 per-
cent and this fall's entering class wi l l 
have an average combined S A T score of 
1280 - 45 points higher than when 
President Westling was appointed." 
Unt i l a new president is approved, 
Chancellor John Silber wi l l assume rbe 
responsibilities of rbe presidency. Silber 
served as Bosron University's president 
from 1971-1996. 
Henderson new CAS dean 
In Apri l , rbe Bosron University Board 
of Trustees approved rbe appointment 
of Professor Jeffrey Henderson, chair-
man of rbe University's Department of 
Classical Studies, as dean of Arts and 
Sciences, ad interim. Henderson 
assumed leadership of rhe College and 
Graduate School o f Arts and Sciences 
on July I , 2002. Dennis Berkey, who 
formerly served as both dean of Arts 
and Sciences and as rbe University's 
provost, continues his service as 
provost. 
BU project explores final frontier 
The National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration ( N A S A ) announced that 
Bosron University's " S P I D R " project 
has been chosen to be rhe next mission 
in rhe agency's Small Explorer program. 
Supriya Cbakrabarty, director of rbe 
University's Center for Space Physics, 
was named principal investigator for 
rbe $90 mil l ion project, which wi l l be 
launched in 2005. Tbe project includes 
co-invesrigarors from seven other uni-
versities, rbe Draper Lab in Cambridge, 
Mass., and other participating instiru-
rions. 
Tbe mission of S P I D R , rbe Explorer 
for Spectroscopy and Photometry of 
rbe Inrergalacric Medium's Diffuse 
Radiation, is ro map rbe "cosmic web" 
of hot gas that permeates rbe universe. 
Current cosmological theory holds that 
gases produced by rbe Big Bang that 
brought rhe universe into existence con-
densed into a giant filamentary web 
along which rbe galaxies and clusters of 
galaxies astronomers observe today 
eventually formed. S P I D R ' S findings 
wi l l both rest this basic understanding 
of rhe nature of rhe universe and pro-
vide new information upon which rbe 
understanding can be developed 
further. 
Pew grant establishes Institute on 
Religion and World Affairs 
Recognizing rbe enormous social, polit-
ical, and economic impact of religion in 
modern rimes, Pew Charitable Trusts 
has awarded Bosron University a $2.5 
mil l ion grant to establish rbe Insritute 
on Religion and World Affairs ( I R W A ) . 
This multidisciplinary teaching and 
research center wi l l be rbe home of an 
inrerdeparrmenral program that wi l l 
allow faculty and students to pursue 
academic research, policy analysis, and 
course work on rhe interface between 
religion and international relations. 
Largely responsible for securing rbe 
award is Professor Peter Berger, one o f 
rbe world's leading social scientists and 
rbe director of I R W A . Berger wi l l bring 
together faculty in fields as varied as 
anthropology, history, economics, and 
philosophy to investigate religion's 
global impact. 
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